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SEISDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  PERSONNEL 


Name 


ALAN  R. 
KENNEDY 


Qualifications  Duties 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  (Seisdon  R.D.C.)  for 
D.P.H.  5/llths  of  the  week. 


(2)  Assistant  County  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  (Staffordshire 
County  Council)  for  11/ 
22nds  of  the  week; 


(3)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(x\mblecote  U.D.C.)  for 
l/22nd  of  a  week. 

The  official  address  of  the  M.O.H.  is  : 


c/o  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council  Offices, 
Wombourn, 

Near  Wolverhampton, 
(Staffordshire). 

The  Telephone  Number  is  WOMBOURN  2454-8 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  : 

E.  H.  ROBERTS,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

H.  F.  ROBINSON,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  IMeat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Deputy  Cleansing  Superintendent  S’  Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector  : 

G.  DRAYCOTT,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection, 

Smoke  Inspectors  Certificate. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  F.  KELLY,  Cert.  R.S.L,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

(Duties  of  P.H.Fs.  :  Statutory  Duties  prescribed  by  Sanitary 
Officers’  Regulations  ;  Public  Cleansing  ;  Petroleum  and  Shops 

Acts.) 

Clerical  Sta  ff : 

D.  NALLY 

Miss  J.  HARVEY 

Miss  J.  WOODWARD 
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ANf^UAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1964. 

This  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  of  January,  1965. 

The  Report  deals  with  Public  Health  subjects  in  Sections  as 
follows  : — 

A  Statistics  affecting  the  Rural  District. 

B  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Rural 
District. 

C  Sanitary  accommodation  of  the  Rural  District. 

0  Housing  in  the  Rural  District. 

E  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

F  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

Q  Tuberculosis. 

H  Other  matters. 

and  it  concludes  with  the  Report  of  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  those  matters  which  fall  within  his  sphere  of  activities. 

The  statistics  of  mortality  rates  and  of  birth  rates  are  good  and 
reflect  the  excellent  environment  of  the  Rural  District.  The  statis¬ 
tics  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  are  also  very  good. 
It  appears  that  there  is  now  some  slowing  up  of  the  rate  of  growth 
of  the  Rural  District  in  that  the  population  increase  per  year  is 
decidedly  less  than  in  1961.  Also  the  number  of  births  in  1964  is 
less  than  for  1963.  Previously  there  had  been  a  successive  increase 
in  the  number  of  births  per  year  from  1954  with  the  exception  only 
of  1961.  These  figures  may  be  a  reflection  of  the  fact  that  the  land 
of  the  Rural  District  has  been  almost  entirely  used,  (right  up  to  the 
edge  of  the  Green  Belt,)  as  far  as  new  housing  is  permitted  by 
planning. 

A  graph  is  enclosed  with  this  report  which  shows  the  trend  of 
population  in  the  Rural  District  over  the  last  8  years  and  also  on 
the  same  graph  are  lines  indicating  the  number  of  Cancer  of  the 
Lung  cases  in  males  and  the  number  of  new  notifications  in  Tuber- 
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culosis.  It  will  be  seen  the  trend  of  cases  of  Cancer  of  the  Lung 
in  males  is  upwards.  The  line  indicating  notihcation  of  new  cases 
of  Tuberculosis,  if  it  had  continued  on  the  same  downward  gradient 
as  was  noted  in  the  years  1956  and  i960,  would  now  be  at  a  much 
lower  level  than  is  actually  graphed  for  1964.  It  appears  that  over 
the  last  4  years,  and  in  reference  to  Tuberculosis,  there  has  been 
some  lessening  and  levelling  out  of  the  previous  improvement. 

Residents  of  Seisdon  travel  to  and  from  areas  of  the  world  in 
which  Smallpox  and  Typhoid  are  continuous  risks.  The  residents 
do  this  both  in  the  course  of  holidays  and  in  the  cause  of  export 
industries.  It  is  very  important  that  such  residents  should  be 
adequately  protected  by  vaccination  before  they  travel  to  such 
areas. 


The  tendancy  of  housing  these  days  seems  to  be  to  divide 
into  two  separate  categories  ;  (1)  owner/occupied  houses,  and  (2) 
houses  rented  from  the  Local  Authority.  In  view  of  the  shortage 
of  land  it  seems  likely  that  the  latter  group  will  almost  entirely 
in  the  future  be  provided  b}^  multi-storey  flats,  although  this  is  a 
type  of  planning  disliked  by  the  residents  of  the  Rural  District. 
Looking  back  over  12  years  in  this  Rural  District,  the  building  of 
houses  to  rent  by  anyone  other  than  the  Local  Authority  has  been 
negligible.  A  possible  third  category  of  housing  which  only  relates 
to  the  very  few,  e.g.,  ten  houses  per  40,000  population,  would  be 
that  group  needed  for  problem  families  with  a  large  number  of 
children  in  the  family.  It  might  be  best  and  economical  to  give 
them  a  house  rent  free  in  close  proximity  to  a  School.  The  families 
I  indicate  are  those  who  fall  into  large  arrears  of  rent,  and  whose 
history  and  abilities  are  such  that  they  are  on  the  verge  of  the 
children  being  taken  into  Care  b}/  the  County  Council.  Such  free 
residence  could  be  for  a  trial  period  of  12  months  and  not  constitute 
a  permanency. 


The  following  table  illustrates  the  growth  of  the  Rural  District. 


The  Registrar 
for  population 

General’s  figures 
—  Seisdon  R.D.C. 

Total  Number 
of  Births 
in  the  year 

Number  of  houses 
in  Seisdon 

June,  1952 

22,430 

1952 

335 

April  1,  1952 

6,588 

June,  1955 

26,220 

1955 

439 

April  1,  1955 

7,906 

June,  1958 

31,650 

1958 

655 

June  30,  1958 

10,396 

June,  1961 

37,270 

1961 

728 

June  30,  1961 

11,700 

June,  1962 

38,860 

1962 

766 

June  30,  1962 

12,158 

June,  1963 

39,820 

1963 

786 

April  1,  1964 

12,835 

June,  1964 

40,690 

1964 

720 

April  1,  1965 

13,024 
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I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  various  pjersons  for  their 
co-operation  and  advice  during  the  past  year  and  record  particular 
appreciation  of  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  and  members  of 
tire  Public  Health  Committee,  Mr.  A.  R.  Baskett,  Clerk  and  Chief 
Financial  Officer  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  Mr.  F.  Bagley, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Rural  District  Council,  and  Mr.  E.  H. 
Roberts,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Rural  District 
Council. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALAN  R.  KENNEDY. 


June,  1965 


SEGTiON  A 


STATISTICAL  SU^fVIARY 


Growtii  @f  P0pyiati«}3i 
Registrar 


Estimate 
Mr.  Randall, 


Persons. 


1 

!1 151 

30,270 

1 

/7/58 

31,650 

1 

/7/59 

33,170 

] 

/7/60 

35,180 

1 

/7/61 

37,270 

1 

/7/62 

38,860 

1 

/7/63 

39,820 

1 

/7/64 

40,690 

General 

Persons 


+  1,380 
+  1,520 
+  2,010 
+  2,090 
1,590 
+  920 

-f  870 


Persons 


1/4/59  34,945 

1/4/60  36,177 

1/4/61  37,541 

1/4/62  37,992 

1/4/63  39,491 

1/4/64  40,430 
1/4/65  41,015 


Rating  Officer 


Persons  per 

house 

at 

3.24 

at 

3.24 

at 

3.24 

at 

3.15 

at 

3.15 

at 

3.15 

at 

3.15 

HOUSES 

Total  number  of  inhabitated  bouses  in  the  Rural  District 


1st  April,  1959  ..  ..  10,787 

1st  April,  1962  .  .  .  .  12,061 

1st  April,  1963  ..  ..  12,537 

1st  April,  1964  .  .  .  .  12,835 

1st  April,  1965  .  .  .  .  13,024 


Sum  represented  bv  a  penny  rate  1960-61 — ^/l,671 

1961- 62-/1,699 

1962- 63-/1,887 

1 963- 64 — /5,546 

1964- 65-/5,818 

1965- 66-/6,194 


Rateable  Value  1960-61—1/4/61 — / 426,476 

1961- 62—1/4/62-/466,158 

1962- 63' — 1/4/63 — /1, 389, 643  (new  list) 

1963- 64—1/4/64-/1 ,409,562 

1964- 65— 1  4/ 65— /1, 464,693 
General  Rate  1960-61 — 18/lOd.  in  the  / 

1961- 62 — ■19/-d.  in  the  / 

1962- 63— 20/8d.  in  the  / 

1963- 64 —  8/Td.  in  the  / 

1964- 65 —  8/2d.  in  the  / 

1965- 66 —  9/Od.  in  the  / 

/  ^ 

(plus  additional  items  in  certain  Parishes  var3dng  from  2d.  to  4d.) 
Area  41,990  acres,  i.e.,  65  square  miles. 
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VITAL  STATiSTiCS 


Live  Birtlis  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

345 

375 

720 

Legitimate  .  . 

328 

362 

690 

Illegitimate 

IT 

13 

30 

Still  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

3 

10 

Legitimate  .  . 

5 

3 

8 

Illegitimate 

2 

Nil 

2 

Oeatlis  of  infants 

under  one  year  ©f  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

5 

5 

10 

Legitimate  .  . 

5 

5 

10 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  ©f  liifants 

under  four  weeks  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

3 

4 

S 

Legitimate  .  . 

3 

4 

r» 

/ 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  one  week  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

3 

3 

6 

Legitimate  .  . 

3 

o 

O 

6 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Seisdon 

R.D.C. 

1962 

Seisdon 

R.D.C. 

1963 

Seisdon 

R.D.C. 

1964 

England 
&  Wales 
1964 

Number  of  Live  Births 

768 

786 

720 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

19.7 

19.7 

17.7 

18.4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (%  of  total 
live  births) 

2.4% 

3.3% 

4  2®/ 

1963  ; 
6.9% 

Number  of  Stillbirths 

11 

15 

10 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

14.1 

18.7 

13.6 

16.4 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

777 

801 

730 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  .  . 

20 

20 

10 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — Total  infant 
deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

26.1 

25.4 

13.9 

20.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legiti¬ 
mate  live  births 

26.7 

26.3 

14.5 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)  .  . 

19.6 

19.0 

9.7 

13.8 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

14.4 

14.0 

8.3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and 
deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total 
live  and  stillbirths) 

28.3 

32.4 

21.9 

28.2 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 
Number  of  deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

226 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.25 

Comparability  Factor  (Births)  .  . 

0.89 

0.83 

0.83 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

17.5 

16.4 

14.7 

18.4 

Domiciliary  Births 

Includes — Kinver  Sub-District.  . 

Codsall  Sub-District.  . 
Wombourn  Sub-District 

51  %— 
394 

38 

156 

200 

50 

390 

28 

153 

200 

49%— 

351 

48 

138 

165 

Hospital  Births  .  . 

372 

396 

369 
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POPULATiON 


The  following  table  shows  the  population  within  the  district. 

Column  2  is  an  extract  from  the  Registrar  General’s  County 
Report  for  Staffordshire  following  the  Census  of  1961. 

Column  3  is  an  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  1st  April, 
1965,  based  on  a  figure  of  3.15  persons  per  inhabited  dwelling. 

The  returns  of  the  recent  Census  of  Population  indicated  an 
approximate  figure  of  3.15  persons  per  house  within  the  Rural 
District. 


Parish 

Population 
Census  1961 
Registrar 
General 

Population 

Estimated 

1/4/65 

1961 

Persons 

aged 

60—64 

1961 

Persons 

aged 

65  and  over 

Bobbington 

478 

438 

25 

48 

Codsall 

6,745 

7,349 

224 

545 

Enville 

515 

586 

43 

69 

Himley 

404 

403 

29 

42 

Kinver 

5,352 

6,284 

290 

694 

Lower  Penn  .  . 

2,023 

2,060 

85 

186 

Patshull 

154 

183 

4 

26 

Pattingham  .  . 

1,382 

1,565 

68 

125 

Swindon 

578 

576 

30 

55 

Trysull  and  Seisdon  .  . 

866 

923 

42 

128 

Wombourn 

9,974 

11,747 

279 

606 

Wrottesley 

8,510 

8,911 

311 

590 

TOTAL 

36,981 

41,025 

1,430 

3,114 

Dwellings 

11,689 

13,024 

The  relatively  high  numbers  of  persons  aged  65  or  over  in 
the  village  of  Kinver  is  important. 


Population  of  Oliilciren  of  Age  up  to  15  years  of  age— 1964. 

Staffordshire  with  a  population  1,033,480  has  252,900  children 
under  15  years  of  age. 

Then  Seisdon  R.D.  with  a  population  of  40,690  has  approxi¬ 
mately  9,956  children  under  15  years  of  age. 
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p.m.p. — per  million  of  population 


DEATHS 


Rate  1964 

Nos.  1964 

1964 

1964 

England 

England 

Seisdon 

Seisdon 

and  Wales 

and  Wales 

Deaths  (at  ail  ages)  : 

Total  for  Seisdon 

310 

294 

Males 

164 

154 

Females 

146 

140 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  . 

7.8 

7.23 

Comparability  Factor 

1.41 

1.41 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

10.96 

10.2 

11.3 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in 

consequence  of  Childbirth  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

29  M. 

36  M. 

2441  p.m. 

56,247 

21  F. 

28  F. 

Males 

Males 

50 

64 

1,989  pmp 

48,451 

Females 

Females 

Including — Deaths  from  Carcinoma 

12 

17 

932  pmp 

21,476 

(Cancer)  of  the  Lung — Men 

or  93  for 

(he. 3 8%  of 

100,000 

all  the  Male 

population 

cancer 

deaths) 

Deaths  from  Carcinoma  (Cancer  of 
the  Lung)  Females 

2 

3 

160  pmp 

3,895 

8%  of  the 

Female 

Cancer 

deaths 

Deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

(Seisdon  residents) 

7 

4 

Deaths  from  Other  Accidents 

6 

2 

Live  births  exceeded  total  deaths  by 

476 

426 

339,554 

Tuberculosis  Deaths  (Respiratory) .  . 

1  F. 

Nil 

47  pmp 

Males 

74  pmp 
Females 

20  pmp 

Tuberculosis  Deaths  (Non-Respira- 

tory)  . 

1  F. 

Nil 

6  pmp 
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f^umbers  of  Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer 

1964 

The  provisional  numbers  of  deaths  and  death  rates  per  million 


population  for  England 

and  Wales  during  the 

year  1964  are  as 

follows  :  — 

Number 

Rate 

Males  Females 

Persons 

Males  Females  Person 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .  . 

1,710  498 

2,208 

74 

20 

47 

Other  Tuberculosis  .  . 

142  133 

21 Q 

6 

5 

6 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

21,476  3,895 

25,371 

932 

160 

535 

Other  Cancer 

34,771  44,556 

79,327 

1,509 

1,829 

1,674 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING 

THE 

YEAR 

M. 

1964 

F. 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

4 

/ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

17 

3 

20 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- — 

5 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- — 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplas 

ms 

15 

15 

30 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

— ■ 

2 

9 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.  . 

15 

20 

35 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

37 

27 

64 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

3 

5 

Other  heart  disease  .  . 

15 

22 

37 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

7 

14 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

8 

Bronchitis 

10 

5 

15 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

1 

6 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

3 

6 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

i 

11 

18 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  accidents 

— 

9 

2 

Suicide 

•  • 

4 

— 

4 

Totals  .  . 

154 

140 

294 
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The  statistics  for  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  in  the  Rural 
District  in  recent  year: — 


Rate  of  Mortality 
in  England  and  Wales 
per  Million  Pop. 

Number  of  Deaths 
in  Seisdon  Rural  District 

Year 

Males 

Eemales 

Males 

Eemales 

Total 

1951 

— 

— 

5 

2 

i 

1952 

— 

— ■ 

5 

— 

5 

1953 

— 

— ■ 

3 

— 

3 

1954 

• — 

— 

6 

4 

10 

1955 

693 

— 

8 

1 

9 

1956 

726 

— 

13 

— 

13 

1957 

759 

116 

8 

2 

10 

1958 

783 

119 

11 

1 

12 

1959 

831 

123 

9 

— 

9 

1960 

855 

132 

6 

1 

-7 

1961 

871 

141 

10 

— - 

10 

1962 

895 

146 

9 

1 

10 

1963 

908 

152 

12 

o 

jLJ 

14 

1964 

932 

160 

17 

3 

20 

Of  male  deaths  from  cancer  in  England  and  Wales  in  1964, 
38%  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  In  Seisdon  Rural  District  in 
1964  there  were  36  male  deaths  from  cancer  of  various  situations. 
This  figure  of  36  includes  17  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung. 


BIRTH  RATES 


SETS 

DON 

1 

1 

England  and 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1955 

439 

17.2 

15.0 

1956 

511 

17.1 

15.7 

1957 

616 

18.9 

16.1 

1958 

655 

19.34 

16.4 

1959 

669 

18.85 

16.5 

1960 

745 

19.3 

17.1 

1961 

728 

17.35 

17.4 

1962 

766 

17.5 

18.0 

1963 

786 

16.4 

18.2 

1964 

720 

17.7 

18.4 

DEATH  RATES 


Year 

SEISDON 

England 
and  Wales 

No.  of 

Death 

Standardised 

Death 

Deaths 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

Rate 

1955 

252 

9.6 

10.2 

11.7 

1956 

268 

9.5 

12.38 

11.7 

1957 

233 

7.7 

10.38 

11.5 

1958 

257 

8.1 

10.96 

11.7 

1959 

246 

7.4 

10.4 

11.6 

1960 

291 

8.3 

11.57 

11.5 

1961 

274 

7.35 

10.8 

12.0 

1962 

275 

7.07 

10.4 

11.9 

1963 

310 

7.8 

10.96 

12.2 

1964 

294 

7.23 

10.2 

11.3 
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LOCALITY-DISTRSBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1984 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough .  . 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Salmonella  Infection 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
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IMFAI^TiLE  tVlORTALITY,  1964 

Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age 


Cause  of  Death 
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Prematurity 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  . 
Pneumonia  abnormal 
chromosomes  .  . 
Malformation,  central  ner¬ 
vous  system 

Hyaline  membrane  disease 
Gastro-enteritis  .  . 
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3 

1 


1 

1 


2 

1 


3 

1 


3 
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TOTALS  .. 


6 


8 


10 


I^FAf^TILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


Year 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales  Rate 
per  1,000 
Births 

Average 
(Seisdon)  for 
last  5  years 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1955 

439 

8 

18.2 

24.9 

18.5 

1956 

511 

18 

35.2 

23.8 

20.3 

1957 

616 

5 

8.1 

23.0 

19.5 

1958 

655 

8 

12.2 

22.5 

18.1 

1959 

669 

16 

23.9 

22.2 

19.5 

1960 

745 

9 

12.0 

21.9 

18.3 

1961 

728 

20 

27.47 

21.4 

16.7 

1962 

766 

20 

26.1 

21.6 

20.4 

1963 

786 

20 

25.4 

20.9 

22.9 

1964 

720 

10 

13.9 

20.0 

21.0 
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PERI  I^ATAL  I^ORTALITY  RATE 


(i.e.,  stillbirths,  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age,  per 
1,000  total  live  births  and  still  births). 


England  and  Wales 

Seisdon  R.D. 

1956 

36.8 

36.6 

1957 

36.2 

24 

1958 

35.1 

37 

1959 

34.2 

31 

1960 

32.9 

25 

1961 

32.2 

37.6 

1962 

30.8 

28.3 

1963 

.  29.3 

32.4 

1964 

28.2 

21.9 

SECTION  B 

QEMERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

m  THE  OiSTRiOT 

This  Section  is  essentially  the  same  as  was  reported  on  in 
detail,  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report  for  1957. 

In  addition  : — 

Vcfyntary  Services 
fVleafs  ®ii  Wheels 

These  voluntary  services  operate  in  Kinver,  Wombourn, 
Codsall  and  Pattingham.  They  delivered  5,291  meals  in  the  year. 
High  appreciation  of  the  voluntary  work  carried  out  by  the  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen  of  these  villages  in  performing  this  service  is  here 
recorded.  Also  one  would  wish  to  thank  the  Education  Committee 
of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  and  the  School  Meals  Service. 
As  far  as  possible  we  have  tried  to  use  it  for  elderly  persons  who 
are  handicapped  and  isolated  in  their  own  homes.  The  Rural 
District  Council  and  the  Staffordshrie  County  Council  have  contri¬ 
buted  both  by  advice  and  by  financial  help. 

Clinics 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council,  and  of  the  Brierley  Hill  Area  Health  Committee. 
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Contributions 


The  Rural  District  Council  contributes  financially  to  the 
following  organisations  : — 

The  Chest  and  Heart  Association 
The  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 
Dudley  and  District  Family  Planning  Association 
Bilston  and  District  Family  Planning  Clinic 
Midlands  Joint  Advisory  Clean  Air  Council 
Marriage  Guidance  Council  (Wolverhampton)  Branch 
National  Council  of  Social  Service 
N.S.P.C.C. 

South  Staffs.  Council  of  Social  Service 


Health  and  Welfare  Servaces—IVliscellaneous  problems 

The  following  problems  were  discussed  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  Rural  District  Council  in  considerable  detail  during 
the  year  : — ■ 

January,  1964.  Staffordshire  County  Council — Health  and  Welfare 
Services  and  programme  of  building^ — the  10  year  plan. 

June,  1964.  Visit  to  a  Hostel  for  Elderly  Persons  at  Ellesmere  Port, 
Cheshire  County  Council  (Royal  Society  of  Health). 

June,  1964.  Water  supplies— fluoridation  of. 

July,  1964.  Availability  of  Grammar  School  places  at  Brewood 
Grammar  School. 

August,  1964.  Urgent  need  for  a  Staffordshire  County  Council 
Clinic  to  be  built  at  Kinver. 

September,  1964.  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  and 
Mass  X-Ray  for  Immigrants. 

September,  1964.  Swindon  Sewerage  Scheme,  approved. 

October,  1964.  Need  for  a  second  Senior  School  at  Wombourn. 

In  September,  1965,  1,156  children  will  be  attending  a  School 
built  for  750  children.  By  September,  1967,  there  will  be 
1,400  children  at  this  School. 

November,  1964.  Harmful  effect  of  cigarette  smoke  at  crowded 
Council  meetings. 

November,  1964.  Welfare  of  Physically  Handicapped  Persons. 
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December,  1964.  Statistics  of  Cancer  of  Cervix  of  Womb,  and 
associated  Pathological  services. 

January,  1965.  Provision  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
for  a  Hostel  for  Elderly  Persons  at  Bilbrook.  Also  for  a 
similar  Hostel  at  Wombourn. 

September,  1964.  Associated  problems  of  sewage  farms  land 
distribution  of  sewage),  and  River  pollution  of  the  Rivers 
Smestow  and  Stour. 


Heaitii  Education 

The  distribution  of  posters  to  Schools,  etc.,  within  the  Rural 
District  on  the  general  subjects  of  Health  Education,  Smoking  and 
Health,  and  other  related  subjects,  is  regularly  undertaken. 


SEOTiON  0  (1) 

1  am  indebted  to  !Vlr.  F.  Bagfey,  M.I,!Vlun.E.,  the 

Councihs  Surveyor,  for  the  following  report  on  Sewage  Disposal 
Schemes,  Housing  and  Water  Supplies.  Mr.  Bagley  has  also 
written  on  Rainfall.  The  report  is  dated  18th  June,  1965. 

RAINFALL 

The  average  rainfall  over  the  Seisdon  area  during  1964  was 
19.24  inches,  as  compared  with  21.43  inches  in  1963  and  24.74 
inches  in  1962.  The  average  rainfall  for  the  standard  25  years 
period  1891-1915  is  27.14  inches.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  rainfall 
in  1964  was  abnormally  low  and  also  the  rainfall  in  1962  and  1963 
was  considerably  below  average.  This  dry  cycle,  together  with 
increased  consumption  caused  by  expanding  population  and 
industrial  requirements  explains  the  acute  water  shortage  over  the 
whole  of  the  country. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  the  year  we  have  experienced  certain  difficulties  at  the 
Sewage  Disposal  works  dealing  with  the  larger  centres  of  population 
of  Wombourn,  Codsall  and  Kinver  in  obtaining  the  standards  of 
effluent  required  by  the  Severn  and  Trent  River  Boards.  The 
additional  powers  granted  to  Rivers  Board  under  the  Water 
Resources  Act,  1963,  which  came  into  force  on  the  31st  July,  1963, 
has  resulted  in  the  tightening  up  of  controls  and  therefore  priority 
has  been  given  to  schemes  for  extending  existing  Works  to  meet 
this  situation.  Progress  has  also  been  made  in  providing  sewers 
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and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  smaller  centres  of  population 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  isolated  hamlets  the  whole  of  the 
area  is  now  covered. 

The  Trysull  and  Seisdon  scheme  which  was  completed  in 
1963  at  a  cost  of  £67,500  is  now  fully  operative  and  all  the  premises 
along  the  line  of  sewers  have  been  connected  thereto.  The  Enville 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  scheme  was  completed  during  the 
year  and  is  now  operative.  The  total  cost  of  this  scheme  was 
£12,000. 

The  sev/erage  schemes  for  the  drainage  of  the  Hinksford 
Caravan  site  and  the  Village  of  Swindon  have  been  commenced 
and  good  progress  made.  The  total  contract  price  for  these  two 
schemes  is  £87,055.  The  designs  for  the  Codsall  Sewage  Disposal 
works  extensions  are  now  well  in  hand  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
scheme  will  be  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  in  1965. 
xklthough  these  works  have  onh^  been  extended  in  recent  years, 
owing  to  the  rapid  increase  in  population  the  Works  are  overloaded, 
and  the  extensions  and  reconstruction  work  will  be  of  a  major 
character  involving  an  expense  of  up  to  £200,000. 

WATER 

No  major  schemes  for  the  laying  of  water  mains  were  under¬ 
taken  during  1964  because  as  stated  in  my  1963  report  practically 
all  the  outlying  farms  and  cottages  on  the  western,  boundary  of  the 
District  have  now  been  provided  with  a  piped  supply.  It  is  a 
matter  of  interest  that  the  various  chlorination  plants  have  been 
working  satisfactorily  particularly  the  one  htted  to  the  Enville 
Estate  supply  where  considerable  trouble  was  at  first  experienced 
owing  to  the  htting  of  unsuitable  apparatus.  Various  small 
extensions  were  undertaken  for  housing  schemes  for  both  the 
Council  and  private  developers  in  the  Parish  of  Kinver. 

HOySiPiG 

During  1964,  95  Council  houses  were  completed  making  a 
total  of  3,029  houses  completed  since  1945.  In  addition  310 
private  dwellings  were  completed  as  compared  with  141  in  1963. 


In  December,  1964,  a  detailed  report  on  Sewage  Disposal 
Facilities  was  submitted  to  the  R.D.C.  by  the  Clerk  and  Surveyor 
following  a  combined  meeting  of  Local  Authorities  on  13th 
November,  1964.  The  statistics  were  dependent  on  the  green  belt 
land  of  the  R.D.  not  being  converted  into  development  areas  in 
the  future. 
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SEGTIO^  C  (2) 


WATER  SyPPLIES 


The  Ministry  of  Health  classify  drinking  water  into  : 


Class  One 
Class  Two 
Class  Three 
Class  Four 


Highly  Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Suspicious 
Unsatisfactory  .  . 


Presumptive  coliform 
count  for  100  ml. 

Less  than  1 
1  —  2 
3  —  10 
More  than  10 


In  a  year  50%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1. 

80%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1  or  2. 
the  remaining  20%  of  samples  should  not  be  below  Class  3. 
Chlorinated  piped  supplies  ought  all  to  come  into  Class  1. 


The  Public  Health  Department  has  itself  maintained  an 
intensive  series  of  bacteriological  tests  on  the  water  supplies  of  the 
District.  In  addition,  the  Water  Undertakings  have  taken  their 
own  tests. 


The  water  supply  of  the  District  has  been  mainly  provided  by 
the  following  three  water  undertakings  (reading  from  north  to 
south  of  the  Rural  District)  : — 

(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  which 
supplies  the  Parishes  of  Codsall,  Wrottesley,  Wrottesley 
(Detached),  Pattingham,  Lower  Penn,  Wombourn, 
Trysull,  Seisdon,  Hirnley  and  Swindon. 

(b)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Compan^g  which  supplies 
Kinver,  Enville  and  Bobbington. 

(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Departm.ent,  which  supplies 
the  Iverley  portion  of  Kinver,  and  part  of  Bobbington  and 
Enville. 


I  am  very  much  indebted  to  the  respective  Water  Engineers  of 
the  above  mentioned  Water  Authorities  for  the  following  three 
reports  : — 

(a)  Wo^¥er^sampton  Oorporation  Water  Undertakang 

(1)  The  water  supplied  to  the  Parishes  concerned  in  your 
Rural  District  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

(2)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  results  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  water  going  into  distribution  : 
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Number 

of 

Samples 

Presumptive  Coli-Aerog( 
per  100  ml. 

sues 

0 

1—2 

3—10 

Over  10 

Total  number  of 
Bacteriogical 
examinations  taken 

1,268 

1,214 

36 

11 

/ 

Percentage  of 
samples  taken 

_ 

95.74 

2.84 

0.86 

0.55 

Of  these  1,268  samples  taken  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Water  Undertaking  in  the  year,  95.7% 
were  “  highly  satisfactory.”  In  case  of  possible 
contamination  of  the  mains,  (e.g.  relaying,  etc.),  the 
affected  stretch  of  mains  is  immediately  sterilised  and 
re-sampled.  Including  also  water  which  was  tested 
before  and  during  treatment  a  total  of  2,531  water 
samples  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 
by  the  W.C.W.U.  There  are  eight  main  sources  of 
supply,  one  of  these  being  river  water  from  Cosford. 

(3)  The  water  supplied  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water 
supplied  is  within  the  range  0.01 — 0.11  p.p.m.  (as  F). 

(4)  The  water  was  treated  by  the  W.C.W.U.  at  its  water 
works.  The  W.C.W.U.  also  took 

775  chemical  tests  on  the  water 
+  191  biological  tests  on  the  water 

(5)  Total  population  supplied  by  the  W.C.W.U.  on  31st 
December,  1962,  was  355,100. 


(6)  Hardness  of  water  being  distributed  in  Seisdon  Rural 
District  by  W.C.W.U. 


Hardness 

Chloride 

District 

mg. 

per  litre 

Degrees 

(as 

Chloride) 

mg. 

per  litre 

Seisdon,  Trysull  and  Smestow.  . 

100—125 

7—  9 

20—30 

Lower  Penn  and  Pattingham  .  . 

265—280 

19—20 

20—70 

Codsall,  Oaken,  Bilbrook  and 

Wrottesley 

275—305 

19—21 

115—145 

Himley,  Wombourn,  Blakeley 

and  Swindon  . . 

105—275 

7—19 

25—30 
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Water  at  Wombourn  and  Seisdon  is  the  softest  water  of  the 
whole  W.C.W.U.  supply. 

The  Chloride  content  of  water  supplies  is  dependent  on  ; — 

(1)  The  geological  character  of  the  rock  formation  under 
the  surface  at  the  point  where  the  water  is  connected 

(2)  The  proximit}^  of  the  source  of  supply  to  the  sea,  and, 

(3)  The  possibility  of  sewage  contamination  under  the 
surface  of  the  soil  at  the  bottom  of  any  bore  hole  or 
pumping  station. 

(b)  South  Sta^ordshire  Waterworks  Company 

(1)  The  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  Rural  District  which 
are  served  by  the  South  Staffs.  Waterworks  Co.  has 
been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  It  comes 
from  Ashwood  and  Kinver  Pumping  Stations. 


Number 

Number  entirely  free 

samples 

from  any  form  of 

taken 

coliform  bacteria 

Ashwood  raw  water 

106 

103 

were  “  highly  satisfactory  ” 

Ashwood  Chlorinated  water 

106 

106 

were  “  highly  satisfactory  ” 

Kinver  chlorinated  water 

52 

52 

were  “  highly  satisfactory  ” 

Kinver  Reservoir 

52 

52 

were  “  highly  satisfactory  ” 

Chlorination  is  practised  as  a  precautionary  measure 
at  both  of  the  supplying  stations.  Chemical  examina¬ 
tions  were  done  on 


104  samples  from  Ashwood  Pumping  Station, 
and  on  52  samples  from  Kinver  Pumping  Station. 

(3)  Water  from  the  supphdng  Stations  does  not  have  a 
pulmbo-solvent  action. 

(4)  In  the  case  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of 
burst  mains,  cleaning  out  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency 
chlorination  is  performed.  New  mains  are  not 
brought  into  use  until  a  sample  of  water  from  them  is 
found  to  be  satisfactory  on  testing. 

(5)  Ashwood  P.S.  fluoride  content  .06  p.p.m. — 1963 
Kinver  P.S.  fluoride  content  .03  p.p.m. — 1963 
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(6)  The  Rural  District  Council  took  samples  in  1964 

Total  samples  .  .  103 

Highly  satisfactory  101 
Suspicious  .  .  1 

Unsatisfactory  .  .  1 

(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department 

This  water  supplies  about  50  houses  in  Iverley. 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  by 
Birmingham  of  the  water  at  Elan  Aqueduct  at  Ludlow 
by  the  Birmingham  Water  Department.  Twenty- 
four  out  of  twenty-six  samples  were  ‘‘  highly  satis¬ 
factory  ”  at  Ludlow.  The  Public  Health  Department 
of  Seisdon  Rural  District  have  taken  samples  of  this 
water  periodically  at  Iverley.  Seisdon  Rural  District 
Council  operate  continuously  a  small  chlorination 
plant  just  inside  their  boundary  for  the  water  supplied 
to  these  fifty  houses  at  Iverley.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  the  addition  by  the  Rural  District  Council  of 
chlorine  to  the  strength  of  between  0.25  and  0.5  parts 
per  million  is  producing  a  water  which  is  ‘‘  highly 
satisfactory  ”  as  shown  by  ten  tests  out  of  eleven 
(taken  at  Iverley). 

(3)  The  raw  Elan  water  has  a  plumbo-solvent  action 
which  is  neutralised  with  hydrated  lime  before 
entering  the  Aqueduct. 

(4)  Lluoridation  values,  were  : 

0.25  p.p.m. — 4th  June,  1964. 

1.00  p.p.m. — 4th  December,  1964. 

(d)  Burnhili  Green  and  Patshull  Hall. 

At  Patshull  Hall  there  is  a  Hospital  Orthopaedic  Unit. 

Eourteen  samples  taken  in  1964  were  all  "  highly  satisfactory." 

(e)  Burnhili  Green  Village 

In  June,  1963,  this  village  was  converted  to  the  mains 
water  supply  of  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Under¬ 
taking.  The  extensions  of  pipelines  had  been  newly  con¬ 
structed  in  the  previous  twelve  months. 
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In  August,  1963,  the  same  new  pipelines  coming  from 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  were  con¬ 
nected  to  the  Patshull  Hall  Estate  and  to  the  Hospital  unit 
therein.  Of  the  four  samples  taken  from  Burnhill  Green 
village  in  1964,  all  four  very  “  highly  satisfactory.” 

(f)  Enviile  and  Bobbington 

An  area  of  approximately  four  square  miles  in  the  western 
portion  of  Enviile  and  Bobbington  Parishes  has  received  a  new 
mains  supply.  The  original  source  of  this  water  is  from  the 
Birmingham  Water  Undertaking.  A  bulk  supply  of  this 
water  is  derived  from  and  via  Bridgnorth  Rural  District.  Of 
the  results  of  samples  taken  by  the  R.D.C.  in  1964  : 

8  were  highly  satisfactory 

2  were  satisfactory 

10  total 

(g)  Swimming  Pools 

A  large  swimming  pool  at  an  hotel  in  Kinver  Parish  is 
tested  chemically  and  bacteriologically  through  the  season  by 
our  department.  It  gives  excellent  results  and  conforms  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Standards.  It  is  tested  for  P.H.  value, 
residual  chlorine  content,  and  bacteriological  test  each  week. 
Of  17  bacteriological  tests  in  1964,  all  17  were  “  highly  satis- 
factorv.”  The  source  of  the  water  is  the  South  Staffs.  Water 
Company’s  main  supply  originating  from  its  pumping  station 
at  Kinver.  The  method  of  treatment  is  continuous  8 — 12  hour 
chlorination,  filtration,  alum  and  soda  treatment  each  day. 
Water  at  the  surface  overflow  points  goes  to  waste  and  is  not 
returned  to  the  swimming  bath.  Water  is  replaced  daily  from 
the  mains  supply. 

The  whole  of  the  water  is  changed  each  April.  The 
bacteriological  results  are  excellent.  The  water  circulates 
through  the  plant  every  four  hours  by  reason  of  new  engineering 
apparatus,  installed  in  April,  1961. 

A  swimming  pool  has  been  built  as  part  of  the  premises 
of  the  Wombourn  Comprehensive  School  (Staffs.  C.C.).  Chlor¬ 
ination  is  here  carried  out  by  adding  a  chlorine  compound  and 
solution  each  day.  The  pool  is  tested  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council. 

(h)  Enviile  Estates  (Cox  Green) 

During  1964,  47  samples  were  taken.  Of  these, 

43  were  highly  satisfactory 

3  were  satisfactory 

1  was  suspicious 
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A  new  efficient  chlorination  plant  was  fitted  to  the  supply 
on  13/12/63.  It  had  formerly  been  in  use  at  Burnhill  Green 
and  by  co-operation  between  the  Rural  District  Council  and 
the  Enville  Estates,  the  apparatus  was  re-sited  at  Cox  Green. 
The  results  have  been  very  much  improved  since  it  came  into 
operation. 


(i)  Chemical  Analysis  of  Drinking  Water 

Recent  results  from  our  sampling  are  as  follows  : — 


Lead 

1 

Date 

Fluorine 

Date 

Codsall 

Nil 

17/2/65 

0.105  p.p.m. 

9/4/64 

Wombourn 

Nil 

14/1/65 

0.089  p.p.m. 

27/2/64 

Kinver 

Nil 

14/1/65 

0.039  p.p.m. 

21/2/64 

New  Wood 

Bobbington 

No  metals 
detected 
0.035 
(0.1  is 
maximum) 

15/1/64 

19/5/65 

(j)  Kinver,  Stourton  and  New  Wood  Water  Supply 

(South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  Supply) 

Descaling  of  the  water  supply  pipes  of  Kinver,  Stourton 
and  New  Wood  was  carried  out  in  October,  1960. 

During  1964,  six  bacteriological  tests  of  the  water  were 
taken  at  New  Wood  (Kinver).  They  were  all  “  highly 
satisfactory.”  (See  also  paragraph  B). 


(k)  Wrottesley  Hall  Private  Supply 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  supply  was 
connected  to  the  Hall  by  a  newly  constructed  mains  pipeline 
early  in  1964,  and  the  results  are  now  ”  highly  satisfactory.” 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

The  general  policy  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  regard 
to  its  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  two  parts  : — 

I.  The  representation  and  passing  of  Demolition  Orders  or 
Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  houses  and  countiy  cottages 
where  one  or  two  only  are  in^mlved. 

II.  The  representation  of  Clearance  Areas  where  groups  of 
four  or  more  houses  are  inAmlved. 

In  1964  the  following  Clearance  Areas  were  involved  : — 

No.  12  (The  Acre,  Kinver)  Clearance  Area,  was  reported 
to  P.H.C.  in  December,  1964. 

No.  11  (High  Street,  Kinver)  Clearance  Area  was  con- 
hrmed  on  24  9  1964. 

Total  Houses  Built  (as  at  December,  1964)  since  1st  April,  1945 

2,903  Council  houses  have  been  built  within  the  Rural  District 
+  200  L.  A.  houses  on  tender  or  under  construction 

+  4,046  Private  houses  been  built. 

+  179  Private  houses  under  construction 

Total  7,328  Houses  (i.e.  housing  for  about  23,080  people). 


This  is  the  largest  number  for  any  Rural  District  in  the  Midland 
Region.  Only  three  Urban  Districts  in  the  Midlands  have  exceeded 
our  Rural  District’s  total. 


Local  Authority  Houses — Waiting  List 

As  at  December,  1964,  the  statistics  are  : — 

51  families  living  in  Condemned  properties 
263  families  living  in  lodgings 
69  families  living  in  caravans,  etc. 

383  families  in  a  priority  group 

plus 

6  families  living  as  owner-occupiers 
253  families  living  as  tenants 
118  families  living  as  service  tenants 


377 


Total— 760 
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Housing — Elderly  Persons 

The  Rural  District  Council  are  developing  schemes  at  Codsall, 
Wombourn  and  Kinver  for  the  housing  of  Elderly  Persons.  In  two 
cases  a  Warden  is  associated  with  the  schemes.  The  sites  are 
centrally  situated  and  accessible  to  shops,  etc. 


Local  Authority  Houses 

A  census  of  Local  Authority  owned  properties  in  the  R.D.  in 
1965  disclosed  that  motor  vehicles  are  owned  by  1,511  Local 
Authority  house  tenants  (46%). 

There  are  in  all  3,280  Local  Authority  houses  (as  at  December, 
1964). 

I'he  3,000th  Post  War  Local  Authority  house  was  opened  and 
occupied  on  31/8/1964. 


Mr.  Badger  (Housing  Officer)  kindly  supplied  the  following 
details 


As  at 
Dec.,  1964 


Total  number  of  Council  Houses  in  Seisdon 

R.D.C.  at  December  31st,  1964  .  .  .  .  3,280 


Number  of  Seisdon  families  on  the  waiting  list 


for  Local  Authority  Houses  at  31st  December 
1964 


760 


Number  of  families  housed  in  traditional  dwellings  during  1964: 

Re-lets  .  .  .  .  .  .  58  (Overspill) 

Re-lets  .  .  .  .  .  .  47  (Seisdon) 

New  Dwellings  .  .  .  .  89  (Seisdon) 


Total  .  .  .  .  194 


Improvement  Grants — Housing 


(a) 

Amounts  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31/3/62  .  . 

£6,985 

(b) 

(c) 

Amounts  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31/3/63  .  . 

Amounts  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31/3/64 

£11,507 

[actual  amount) 

£13,905 

(d) 

Amount  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31/3/65 

[estimate) 

£13,000 

(e) 

The  number  of  houses  recommended  for 
Improvement  Grants  in  1964 

40 
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SECTION  E 

See  Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SECTION  F 

PREVALANOE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Cases 

Scarlet  Fever  Notified 

1960  19 

1961  .  .  .  .  . .  19 

1962  .  .  .  .  .  10 

1963  17 

1964  17 

Whooping  Cough 

1960  49 

1961  5 

1962  14 

1963  26 

1964  27 


Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  available  at  Infant 
Welfare  clinics,  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  at  the  General 
Practitioners’  Surgeries. 


Numbers  of  children  immunised 
have  been  as  follows  : — 


1959  Primary  Immunisations 

1960  Total  Immunisations 

1961  Primary  Immunisations 

1962  Primary  Immunisations 

1964  Primary  Immunisations 


against  Whooping  Cough 


287 

586 

586 

455 

455 


Reinforcement 

Immunisation 


115 

89 

224 


IVleasles 

1960 

1961 

1962 
196a 
1964 


Cases 

Notified 

16 

890 

17 

1,083 

206 


Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  year.  The  last  case  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  Rural  District  occurred  in  1950,  in  which  3^ear 
there  were  two  cases.  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  avail¬ 
able  at  Clinics  through  the  Rural  District,  and  also  at  the  General 
Practitioners’  Surgeries. 
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Number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  have  been 
as  follows  : — 


Age 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1964 

Primary  Imms. 

0-  4 

486 

575 

652 

504 

516 

Primary  Imms. 

5-15 

21 

209 

166 

15 

408 

Reinforcement  Imms. 

0-  4 

20 

49 

72 

136 

212 

Reinforcement  Imms. 

5-15 

102 

1231 

587 

72 

1615 

Total 

629 

2064 

1477 

727 

2751 

Infantile  Paralysis  (Poliomyelitis) 

Cases 

Deaths 

1957 

5 

1 

1958 

0 

0 

1959 

1 

0 

1960 

1 

0 

1961 

0 

0 

1962 

0 

0 

1963 

0 

0 

1964 

0 

0 

Records  of  Poliomyelitis  vaccinations  are  held  at  the  Area 
Health  Offices.  It  is  believed  that  the  acceptance  rate  on  behalf 
of  Seisdon  children  is  very  good. 

There  have  been  24  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  Rural  District 
in  the  last  18  years.  One  of  these  cases  died.  The  last  case  of 
Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  1960. 

Salmonella  Infections  (Food  poisoning  type  of  organisms) 

1964 

1.  July,  1964.  One  female,  age  8  years.  Salmonella 
Heidelberg. 

2.  July,  1964.  One  male,  38  years.  Salmonella  Typhi- 
murium. 

3.  August,  1964.  Mother,  father  and  five  children. 
Salmonella  Typhi-murium. 

They  had  returned  by  road  from  a  European  holiday, 
and  took  ill  on  arrival  at  home. 

4.  August,  1964.  One  female,  21  years.  Paratyphoid 
Fever. 

Took  ill  on  the  day  of  flying  home  from  a  two  weeks’ 
holiday  on  the  Mediterranean  coast. 


29 


5.  September,  1964.  One  female,  68  years.  Paratyphoid 
Fever. 

Took  ill  on  arrival  back  from  an  East  Mediterranean 
cruise.  The  cruise  had  called  at  about  seven  ports  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Two  Seisdon  residents  on  the  very  same 
cruise,  who  had  previously  had  Typhoid  vaccine  (T.A.B.) 
administered  to  them  about  four  months  before  the 
cruise  commenced,  did  not  contract  Paratyphoid. 

6.  October,  1964.  One  female,  72  years.  Salmonella  Typhi- 
murium. 

This  lady  had  contracted  the  illness  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  came  home  by  aircraft,  having  had 
antibiotic  treatment  in  U.S.A. 


Smallpox— Vaccisiation  against  Smallpox 


Initial  Vaccinations 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1964 

Under  one  year 

260 

201 

275 

284 

36 

Age  group  1 — 4 

33 

62 

52 

264 

265 

Age  group  5 — 14  .  . 

10 

6 

32 

448 

32 

Age  group  15  and  over 

10 

4 

19 

996 

25 

321  273  378  1992  358 


Re-vaccinations 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1964 

Age  group  1 — 4 

— 

1 

3 

34 

Nil 

Age  group  5—14  .  . 

1 

2 

3 

349 

3 

Age  group  15  and  over 

12 

9 

22 

1548 

10 

13 

12 

28 

1931 

13 

Smallpox  Vaccination — International  Certificate  of  Vaccination. 

Follow  up  visits  were  paid  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  one  or  two  residents  of  Seisdon  R.D.  who  had  been  outside 
Europe  to  an  area  where  Smallpox  is  endemic.  They  either  had  no 
International  Certificate  of  Vaccination  or  the  Certificate  was 
incomplete.  On  their  return,  notification  of  their  travels  were 
sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  Port  of  Entry  into 
Great  Britain,  and  supervision  of  their  health  was  maintained  for 
fourteen  days. 
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Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Moxley  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases  was  eight,  and  they  were  as  follows  : — 

2  cases  Gastro-Enteritis. 

1  case  (Suspected)  Meningitis. 

3  cases  Measles. 

1  case  Chicken-pox. 

1  case  Glandular  Fever. 


Swabs  and  Specimens  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 


Nose  and  Throat  .  . 

Sputa 

Faeces 

Urine 

Cake  and  Cream 
Ground  coconut  shell 


12 

53 


94 

3 

3 

1 


The  great  majority  of  the  sputa  were  submitted  by  the  Chest 
Physician. 


General  Measures 

School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  carefully  scruti¬ 
nised  and  made  prompt  use  of  the  for  purpose  of  guidance  and 
location. 
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SEOTlOf^  G 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits  all  cases  where  environ¬ 
mental  home  conditions  are  poor,  and  investigation  and  advice  as 
appropriate  is  given.  Appreciation  is  here  recorded  of  the  co¬ 
operation  and  help  given  by  the  Housing  Committee  of  Seisdon 
Rural  District  Council  in  giving  priority  to  the  housing  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  M.O.H.  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  This  priority 
consists  in  awarding  a  variable  number  of  housing  points  according 
to  whether  the  case  is  open  sputum  positive  case  or  not,  and  takes 
account  also  of  the  number  and  condition  of  the  children. 


Pulmonary 

Male  Female 

Non  Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

On  Register  31/12/63 

69 

84 

5 

6 

Cases  entered  on 

Register,  1964 

8 

10 

1 

0 

Cases  removed  from 

Register  during  1964  .  . 

3 

4 

1 

0 

Remaining  on  Register 
31/12/64  . 

74 

90 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Total  Number  of  Cases  on  Register 


1 

At 

At 

At 

At 

At 

31/12/60 

31/12/61 

31/12/62 

31/12/63 

31/12/64 

Pulmonary — Male 

87 

84 

80 

69 

74 

Pulmonary — Female  .  . 

96 

99 

95 

84 

90 

Non-Pulmonary — Male 

6 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Non-Pulmonary— Female 

8 

8 

8 

6 

6 

TOTAL  .  . 

197 

196 

188 

164 

175 

Number  for  1,000  population 

(Seisdon) 

5.6 

5.25 

4.83 

4.1 

4.3 

Average  for  Staffs.  C.C.  per 

1,000  population 

9.2 

8.8 

8.2 

7.3 

— 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Seisdon 

Residents  (Tuberculosis) 

Nil 

2 

2 

2 

Nil 

Losallsation  of  Tuberculosis  in  New  Cases  NotifiecI 


1963 

1963 

1963 

1964 

1964 

1964 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Lungs 

2 

5 

7 

5 

6 

11 

Kidney  Tract 

•  • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

5 

7 

. 

6 

6 

12 

TUBERCOLOSiS— NOTIFICATION  RATE  OF  NEW  CASES 

(Per  tOOjOOO  persons) 


Respiratory  TB. 

A verage 

1958—62  1963 

Staffs.  C.C. 

39 

27 

Seisdon  R.D. 

1958 

44 

1959 

30 

1960 

23 

1961 

34 

1962 

21 

1963 

18 

1964 

27 

The  Seisdon  notification  rate  has  risen  to  equal  the  average 
for  Staffordshire.  Previously  the  Seisdon  figure  was  year  by  year 
much  better  that  the  average  for  Staffordshire. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  LUNG 


Compare  Notirtcation  Rate  per  100,000  of  Population 


Average  IhoS-f^i? 

1963 

England  and  Wales 

O 

48 

35 

Staffordshire 

39 

21 

Wolverhampton  .  . 

68 

46 

Birmingham 

69 

56 

Smethwick 

113 

91 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year  1964 


7'o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  (Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  my  eightli  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

'I'he  routine  work  of  the  Department  in  the  field  of  environ¬ 
mental  health  is  recorded  in  the  statistics  which  follow. 

Statistics  do  not  always  make  interesting  reading  and  if  time 
had  permitted  I  would  have  liked  to  have  made  more  written 
comment  upon  the  basic  routine  visits  and  inspections  which  are 
continuously  being  carried  out  by  your  Inspectors.  It  is  regret- 
able  that  publicity  upon  this  routine  public  health  work  is  so  limited; 
yet  there  is  certainly  no  lack  of  publicity  when  any  outbreak  of 
food  poisoning  or  infectious  disease  occurs.  A  classic  example 
of  this  in  1964  was  the  Aberdeen  typhoid  outbreak. 

Members  of  the  public  are  not  sufficiently  aware  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  work  of  their  officials  and  more  publicity  could 
well  be  given  to  this.  It  could  make  for  a  more  discerning  public 
who  in  turn  could  become  more  demanding  in  their  standards 
generall}-"  of  what  they  should  accept.  In  food  h^/giene  for  example, 
the  public  could  demand  that  their  food  is  satisfactorily  handled. 
Theirs  is  a  straight  choice,  to  purchase  or  not  ;  and  not  like  the 
official  who  has  often  to  hesitate  and  consider  if  his  legislation  is 
strong  enough  to  .support  his  demands. 

The  Committee  of  En(|uiry  into  the  Aberdeen  Typhoid  Out¬ 
break  made  recommendations  to  strengthen  the  powers  of  the 
various  authorities  in  food  control,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
will  be  implemented.  But  must  we  await  the  outcome  of  such 
outbreaks  before  this  can  be  done  ?  Together  with  many  of  my 
colleagues  I  have  long  been  critical  of  the  inadequate  control  that 
we  have  over  mobile  vehicles,  and  particularly  those  used  for  the 
sale  of  food.  The  Regulations  controlling  static  food  premises 
are  far  from  exacting,  and  vet  a  much  lesser  standard  is  imposed 
on  the  mobile  trader.  No  powers  of  registration  or  compulsory 
primary  inspection  exist,  and  the  mobile  trader  has  to  be  found 
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to  be  inspected.  This  is  no  easy  task  in  a  large  district,  particular!}^ 
as  the  mobile  trader  is  not  controlled  by  the  Shops  Act  hours  of 
closing  either  !  I  sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  not  have  to  wait 
for  an  outbreak  of  the  magnitude  of  Aberdeen’s  before  adequate 
legislation  to  control  mobile  shops  is  forthcoming. 

The  administrative  work  of  the  department  is  an  ever  increas¬ 
ing  burden,  and  the  operation  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railwa}^ 
Premises  Act,  1963,  necessitated  further  organisation.  It  was  not 
until  towards  the  end  of  the  year  that  general  inspections  of 
premises  registered  under  this  Act  could  be  commenced,  and  it  is 
quite  obvious  that  the  full  impact  of  the  provisions  of  this  new 
Act  will  not  be  felt  for  some  time.  Nevertheless,  this  was  an  Act 
long  overdue,  and  patiently  awaited  by  office  and  shop  workers,  and 
it  is  now  up  to  us  to  see  that  these  health  and  welfare  requirements 
are  proper  A  complied  with. 

I  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  confidence  and  support,  and  I  am  grateful 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  all 
other  Officials  for  their  co-operation  at  all  times.  To  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department,  both  technical  and  clerical,  and  to  the 
workmen  of  the  Cleansing  Department,  I  express  my  appreciation 
for  their  work  throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  H.  ROBERTS, 

Chief  Piihlic  Health  Inspector 
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NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  ^AOE  BY  POBLiC  HEALTH 

OFFICERS 


Public  Health  Acts 

Public  Health  Nuisances  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  242 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  542 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  236 

DirtV/N  erminous  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Piggeries/Other  Animals  Kept  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Water  Supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  100 

Swimming  Pools  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  12 

Rodent  and  Insect  Pest  Control  .  .  .  .  . .  35 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers  premises  .  .  .  .  53 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

Noise  Nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  38 

Caravan  Sites  Act 

Caravans  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  144 

Caravan  Sites  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  153 

Itinerants  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  59 

Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  Collection  .  .  , .  .  .  .  .  . ,  333 

Trade  Refuse  Collection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Refuse  Disposal  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  118 

Salvage  Recovery  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Litter  Clearance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  282 

Transport  Maintenance  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  103 

Public  Conveniences  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  151 

Housing  Acts 

Primar}/  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  640 

Re-Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  508 

Preliminary  Surveys  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Improvement  Grants.  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  126 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Butchers  Shops 
Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Licenseci  Premises 
Other  Food  Premises.  . 

Mobile  \Fhicles 
Ice  Cream  Premises  .  . 
Slaughterhouse  Inspections  .  . 
Meat  Inspection 
Other  Food  Inspection 

Licensing  Act 

Inspection  of  Chib  Premises.  . 

Factories  Acts 

With  Mechanical  Power 
No  Mechanical  Power 
Workplaces 
Outworkers 


56 

44 

27 

81 

170 

17 

82 

19 

681 

270 
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Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act 

Surveys  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act .  10 

Clean  Air  Act 

Smoke  Observations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Smoke  Control  Areas.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Smoke  Nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Petroleum  Act  . 165 

Theatres  and  Cinematograph  Acts 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 


Shops  Act 

Hours  of  Closing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Wsits  re  Registration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  250 

General  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Miscellaneous  Interviews . 212 
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Samples  Taketi 

Water  Samples  for  Bacteriological  Examination  . .  242 
Water  Samples  for  Chemical  Examination  .  .  15 

Ice  Cream  samples  for  Bacteriological  Examination  66 
Swimming  Bath  samples  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Svnmming  Bath  samples  for  Chemical  Examination  16 


COMPLAINTS 

Nine  hundred  and  fifty  complaints  received  by  the  Department 
during  the  year  concerned  the  following  matters  : — 


Housing  Defects 

34 

Rats  and  Mice 

235 

Obstructed  Drains 

427 

Other  Pests  .  . 

123 

Refuse  Collection 

105 

Miscellaneous .  . 

26 

Only  the  complaints  relating  to  Housing  Defects  required  the 
service  of  Notices  ;  the  remainder  were  remedied  by  one  or  other 
of  the  services  employed  or  provided  by  the  Council. 


HOUSING  DEFECTS 


39  Informal  Notices  and  3  Statutory  Notices  were  served 
during  the  year  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  requiring 
repairs  to  houses,  improvements  to  water  supplies  and  drainage, 
and  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

These  notices  concerned  36  houses  which  were  sited  in  the 
following  Parishes 

Codsall  . .  .  .  13  Pattingham  .  .  1 

Kinver  .  .  .  .  6  Wombourn  . .  7 

Lower  Penn  .  .  .  .  4  Wrottesley  . .  5 


As  a  result  of  these  and  similar  notices  served  during  previous 
years  repairs  and  improvements  were  effected  at  106  houses  which 
were  sited  as  follows  : — 


Bobbington  .  .  .  .  5 

Codsall  .  .  .  .  16 

Enville  .  .  .  .  2 

Himley .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Lower  Penn  .  .  .  .  1 

Kinver  .  .  .  .  24 
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Patshull  .  .  .  .  2 

Pattingham  .  .  3 

Swindon  .  .  . .  4 

Trysull  and  Seisdon  6 

Wombourn  .  .  23 

Wrottesley  .  .  16 


Summary  of  Repairs  and  Improvements  Effected 

Repairs  to  roof,  walls  and  external  structures  .  . 
Internal  repairs  to  walls,  ceilings  and  floors  .  . 
Repairs  to  doors,  windows,  and  other  internal  fittings 
Dampness  remedied 

Repairs  and  improvement  to  water  supplies 
Repair  and  improvement  to  drainage  systems  .  . 

Pail  closets  abolished 
Water  closets  provided 


71 

73 

64 

64 

56 

61 

22 

24 


UNFIT  HOUSES 

The  first  5-year  programme  for  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses 
was  completed  in  1960,  and  155  houses  and  163  hutments  were 
summarily  dealt  with  in  -that  period.  Good  progress  continued  to 
be  made  with  the  second  5-year  programme,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  158  houses  out  of  the  195  scheduled  for  action  by  1965  had 
been  formally  dealt  with. 

There  remains  a  further  173  unfit  houses  to  be  dealt  with  as 
the  third  5-year  programme  by  1970. 


Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  16 

During  1964  there  were  15  individual  unfit  houses  not  capable 
of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost  which  were  represented  to  the  Council 
and  action  taken  as  follows  : — - 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  •  .  3 

The  houses  concerned  were  situated  in  the  following  Parishes  : 


Codsall  .  .  . .  1 

Enville  .  .  .  •  3 

Himley . .  . .  .  •  2 

Kinver  .  .  .  .  2 


Lower  Penn  .  .  2 

Pattingham  .  .  1 

Trysull  and  Seisdon  2 

Wrottesley  .  .  2 


Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  42 

Clearance  Area  procedure  was  first  used  within  the  Rural 
District  in  1959  and  prior  to  1964  eleven  areas,  comprising  61 
houses  in  all,  had  been  confirmed.  Four  areas  had  been  com¬ 
pulsorily  purchased  and  seven  areas  were  dealt  with  by  way  of 
Clearance  Orders. 


During  1964  the  following  area  was  declared  :  — 

Number  of 

Area  Houses 

No.  12  (The  Acre,  Kinver)  Clearance  Area.  .  .  .  4 

This  was  dealt  with  by  way  of  compulsory  purchase. 
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Housing  Emprovements 

Over  the  last  two  years  much  time  has  been  spent  in  trying  to 
persuade  the  owners  of  suitable  old  houses  to  do  improvement 
schemes  to  bring  the  houses  up  to  modern  standards.  Only  a 
limited  number  of  houses  were  improved  as  a  result  of  this  action, 
and  these  were  mainly  owner/occupied  houses. 

The  new  Housing  Act,  1964,  which  became  operative  on  the 
16th  August,  gave  long  sought  for  powers  to  require  the  compulsory 
improvement  of  suitable  tenanted  dwellings  to  provide  standard 
amenities  by  means  of  "  improvement  areas  ”  ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  it  was  ever  envisaged  by  those  like  myself  who  clamoured  for 
compulsory  powers  that  it  would  be  such  a  complex  and  lengthy 
administrative  procedure.  It  was  not  possible  to  commence  any 
proceedings  with  regard  to  improvement  areas  during  the  year  under 
review. 

Houses  in  Multi-Occupation. 

One  large  house  in  Kinver  became  occupied  by  four  families 
and  conditions  were  most  unsatisfactory.  By  informal  action  and 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  owners  its  use  as  a  house  in  multi¬ 
occupation  was  discontinued. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  this  district. 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

For  the  second  successive  year  no  applications  were  made  for 
Certihcates  of  Disrepair. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  ranged  from  factory  night 
working  to  dog  barking  and  cock  crowing.  They  were  mostly 
caused  by  a  lack  of  consideration  for  neighbouring  residents,  and 
were  all  resolved  by  informal  action.  Whilst  the  number  of 
complaints  is  still  small,  members  of  the  public  are  undoubtedly 
becoming  more  noise  conscious. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

No  problems  ensued  during  the  year  from  the  No.  1 
(Himley)  Smoke  Control  Order,  but  a  total  of  only  24  dwellings  in 
Smoke  Control  Areas  in  a  district  of  this  size  is  a  verv  poor  record. 

I  trust  that  the  Minister  will  approve  the  programme  of  further 
Smoke  Control  Areas  which  is  now  being  submitted. 
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So  much  progress  has  been  made  by  the  conversion  and 
improvement  of  factory  boiler  plant,  that  domestic  smoke  must 
now  be  the  main  target  for  future  action  under  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956.  Atmospheric  pollution  problems  at  Swindon  were  con¬ 
siderably  minimised  by  the  action  taken  during  the  year. 

There  were  8  notifications  received  in  respect  of  the  installation 
of  new  furnaces,  as  required  by  Section  3  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  ; 
and  one  application  for  prior  approval  under  the  same  Section  was 
granted.  All  these  notifications  w^ere  the  result  of  action  b\  your 
Inspectors  and  there  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  ignorance  of  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  Section  and  the  need  for  notification  of  new  industrial 
boiler  installations. 

A  similar  lack  of  understanding  prevails  wdth  regard  to  proper 
chimney  heights.  Five  plans  were  submitted  and  the^  all  needed 
extension  of  chimney  heights  before  they  could  be  approved. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

There  are  215  shop  premises  wdthin  the  district.  Most  visits 
were  made  in  conjunction  with  inspections  under  other  Acts  and 
Regulations  but  30  visits  were  specifically  made  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Shops  Act  Hours  of  Closing. 

The  vexed  question  of  Sunday  Trading,  namely  what  can  or 
cannot  legally  be  sold  on  Sundays,  continued  to  cause  much  bad 
feeling  amongst  those  shopkeepers  who  do  _  comply  wdth  the 
present  outdated  legislation.  So  much  so  tnat  it  became  necessary 
to  take  a  number  of  prosecutions  in  respect  of  contraventions. 
Thirteen  shopkeepers  were  convicted  for  the  sale  of  such  items  as 
tinned  fruit,  toothpaste,  starch,  cat  food,  etc.,  contrary  to  the 
requirements  of  Section  47  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  ,  and  fines 
ranging  from  10/-  to  £2  were  imposed. 

The  enforcement  of  what  has  now^  become  rather  a  ridiculous 
law  is  becoming  more  and  m.ore  distasteful,  and  it  is  high  time 
that  the  Shops  Act  was  amended.  To  add  further  to  the  farcical 
complexities  of  Sunday  Trading,  the  13  shopkeepers  wTo  were 
convicted  of  offences  in  their  shops  could  have  gone  out  on  the  road 
in  mobile  vehicles  and  made  the  same  transactions  wdthout  commit¬ 
ting  an  offence  ! 

The  health  and  w'elfare  sections  of  the  Shops  Act  are  now 
repealed  and  these  requirements  will  now'  be  dealt  wdth  under  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  is  designed  to  make  provision  for  securing  the  health, 
safety  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  to  work  in  offices,  shops  and 
railway  premises  ;  and  nearly  all  the  main  provisions  came  into 
force  during  the  year  under  review.  The  Councirs  responsibilities 
are  mainly  for  shops  and  offices  not  contained  in  factories. 

The  first  objective  was  to  obtain  registration  of  all  the  premises 
to  which  the  Act  applied  and  to  set  up  a  suitable  administrative 
procedure.  Certain  requirements  of  the  Act  were  new  to  your 
Inspectors,  namely  those  relating  to  safety,  guarding  of  machinery, 
and  the  inA'estigation  of  accidents.  Meetings  were  held  with  Her 
Majesty’s  Inspectors  of  Factories  to  obtain  advice  in  these  matters, 
and  also  to  ensure  a  proper  uniformity  of  action  between  both  sets 
of  Officers  concerned.  General  inspections  were  not  carried  out 
until  late  in  the  year  and  the  following  tables  indicate  the  progress 
made  : — 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of  Premises 

1 

Number  of  Registered 
Premises  at  end  of 
year 

Number  of  Registered 
Premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  th  e  year 

Offices 

39 

8 

Retail  Shops 

97 

8 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses.  . 

1 

Nil 

Catering  Establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

45 

Nil 

h'uel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

182 

16 

Total  number  of  ^'isits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered 

premises  under  the  Act  —  266 


Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Contraventions  in  respect  of  : 

P'otind 

Sec.  4.  Cleanliness 

/ 

Sec.  5.  Temperature  .  . 

13 

Sec.  7.  \Tntilation 

1 

Sec.  8.  Lighting 

3 

Sec.  f).  Sanitary  Conveniences 

2 

Sec.  10.  WMshing  Facilities 

9 

Sec.  12.  Accommodation  for  Clothing 

8 

Sec.  14.  Seats  for  sedentary  workers.  . 

1 

Sec.  15.  Eating  facilities 

1 

Sec.  16.  Floors,  passages,  stairs 

2 

Sec.  24.  First  Aid  General  Protdsions 

20 

Total 

67 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Number  and  Types  of  Food  Premises 


Butchers  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Grocers  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  77 

Hotels  and  Restaurants  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Public  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Other  Food  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 


378  visits  were  made  to  these  food  premises  during  the  year 
and  49  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  contraventions  of 
the  Food  H^^giene  Regulations. 

TABLE  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  DURING  1964 


Butchers  Shops 

('afes  &  Snack  Bars 

O'. 

Cl, 

C 

cr. 

pH 

"57 

r 

I-H 

Grocers  Shops 

Hotels  &  Restaurants 

O'. 

o 

in 

C 

HH 

CJ 

'-S 

h— ( 

Other  E'ood  Premises 

1  Totals 

Structurally  altered 

1 

— 

— 

o 

o 

1 

2 

9 

9  ^ 

Cleansed  and  Redecorated.  . 

14 

11 

1 

15 

1 

5 

20 

07 

Improved  tables  and 
Equipment 

o 

1 

— 

■ — 

1 

1 

•> 

'/  I 

i 

Constant  Hot  Water 
provided  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

1 

► 

1  1 

Improved  personal  h^’giene 

and  handling 

— 

1 

— 

8 

3 

— 

0 

18 

Improved  Sanitaiy 

t 

Accommodation 

“  '  " 

'  ■ 

■ 

5 

*> 

i  1 

! 

This  table  indicates  the  results  of  our  re-visiting  of  food 
premises,  and  confirms  our  determination  that  a  high  standard  of 
food  hygiene  shall  be  maintained  throughout  the  district. 
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License!!  Clubs. 

The  opportunity  given  in  the  Licensing  Act,  1961,  to  make 
reports  to  the  Licensing  Justices  upon  the  suitability  of  club 
premises  proved  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  existing  powers  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  During  the  year  reports  were  made  upon 
10  such  premises,  and  as  a  result  improvements  will  have  to  be 
effected  at  2  of  them. 

fVlEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

A  total  of  951  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Slaughterhouses 

Three  private  slaughterhouses  continued  to  operate  throughout 
the  year.  The  largest  is  at  Pattingham  operated  by  a  wholesale 
meat  company,  the  other  two  are  at  Codsall  and  Wrottesley 
respectiA^ely,  and  are  operated  by  retail  butchers  for  their  own 
individual  requirements. 

The  Appointed  Day  for  the  operation  of  the  construction 
regulations  within  this  district  was  1st  April,  1961,  and  due  com¬ 
pliance  with  these  regulations  has  been  required. 

inspection 

Inspection  of  carcases  and  organs  of  all  animals  slaughtered 
throughout  the  year  was  carried  out,  but  this  could  only  be  achieved 
by  your  inspectors  making  certain  Ausits  outside  normal  hours. 

The  inspection  table  rcA-eals  that  BoAune  Tuberculosis  AA^as 
entirely  absent,  and  Tuberculosis  in  pigs  continued  to  show  its 
consistent  annual  decline  in  the  percentage  of  animals  affected. 
Parasitic  infestations  still  account  for  most  of  the  organs  con¬ 
demned.  The  number  of  carcases  condemned  AA^as  rather  higher 
than  usual,  but  this  \Ams  mainly  due  to  one  particular  batch  of  sheep 
from  AATich  no  less  than  eight  eAves  were  found  to  be  emaciated  and 
oedematous.  The  calf  carcase  Avas  condemned  for  Pyaemia. 

Food  Inspection 

Routine  inAmstigations  were  made  in  respect  of  the  complaints 
received  in  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  various  foods, 
but  none  of  these  necessitated  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings. 
Complaints  of  “  foreign  bodies  ”  in  milk  and  other  foods  were 
referred  to  the  County  Council  aaTo  are  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
Authoritv. 

The  following  foods  were  inspected,  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  satisfactorily  disposed  of  : — 

2  Tins  Ham 

5  Tins  Corned  Beef 

3  Tins  Tomatoes 

45 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Exclu¬ 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

803 

2 

38 

4225 

759 

— 

Number  inspected 

803 

2 

38 

4225 

759 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

8 

_ 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

125 

1 

- — • 

140 

28 

— • 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  .  . 

15.5 

50.0 

2.6 

3.5 

3.7 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .  . 

9 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

_ 

1.2 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .  . 

2 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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ICE  CREAM 


103  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
lOof),  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  a  number  of  mobile 
vehicles  based  in  adjacent  authorities  also  operate  in  this  area. 
As  in  the  previous  year  there  were  quite  a  number  of  mobile  traders 
manufacturing  and  retailing  the  popular  soft  ice  cream  product. 

1  his  soft  ice  cream  is  reconstituted  from  a  liquid  or  powder 
mix  in  the  soft  serve  machine  which  is  installed  in  the  vehicle. 
As  the  mobile  vehicle  evades  the  registration  which  is  required  of 
premises,  these  “  mobile  ice  cream  factories  ”  are  so  much  more 
difficult  to  supervise.  These  vehicles  retail  in  a  number  of  different 
authorities  and  do  not  necessarily  work  from  a  permanent  depot, 
so  that  location  of  them  is  sometimes  a  very  difficult  matter. 
This  is  yet  a  further  example  of  the  inadequate  control  of  mobile 
trading  under  the  present  legislation. 

Once  again  unsatisfactory  samples  of  soft  ice  cream  were  taken 
and  again  these  were  due  to  unsatisfactory  sterilisation  procedures. 
However,  1  am  pleased  to  report  that  manufacturer  '  F  ’  in  the 
subsequent  tables,  from  whom  the  unsatisfactory  grades  3  and  4 
were  obtained,  has  now  gone  out  of  production. 

I  am  again  appreciative  of  my  colleagues  in  neighbouring 
authorities  for  their  co-operation  in  obtaining  improvements  in 
respect  of  vehicles  operating  from  within  their  areas. 

A  total  of  66  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  with  the  exception  of  the  soft  ice  cream 
samples  previously  referred  to,  other  samples  were  satisfactory^ 


1 

o 

.DES 

3 

4 

Total 

59 

3 

2 

•> 

66 
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Summarised  according  to  manufacturers  : 


No.  of  Retailers 

Grade 

Manufac- 

selling  in  this 

— 

Total 

turer 

area 

1 

2 

3 

4 

“A” 

38 

17 

_ 

_ 

_ 

17 

‘‘B” 

36 

18 

— 

— 

— 

18 

4 

r-’ 

o 

— 

— 

- — 

5 

‘‘D” 

20 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

“E” 

5 

2 

— 

- — 

— 

2 

Mobile  Vans 

1 

1 

2 

o 

6 

“G” 

Mobile  Vans 

3 

— 

— • 

— 

3 

“H” 

Mobile  Vans 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i  f  j  ?  ^ 

Mobile  Vans 

2 

1 

— 

— 

•) 

O 

Mobile  Vans 

2 

— 

— 

— ■ 

•) 

“k” 

Mobile  \Mns 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

103 

59 

3 

2 

2 

66 

The  recommendations  of  the  Laboratory  are  that  the  results 
should  be  judged  on  a  series  of  samples  rather  than  on  any  single 
sample,  and  that  over  a  six-monthly  period  50%  of  a  vendor’s 
samples  should  fall  into  Grade  I,  80%  into  Grades  1  or  2,  not  more 
than  20%  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4. 
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RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN 
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Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered 
Number  of  Dairy  Premises  registered 


FOOD  APilD  DRUGS  AGT,  1955 


We  are  indebted  to  the  County  Public  Health  Department  for 
the  following  information  regarding  samples  taken  for  examination 
during  1964. 

iVlilk 


Untreated 

4 

Pasteurised 

22  (including  11  Channel  Island) 

Sterilised 

11 

Si 


All  genuine  except  one  sample  of  pasteurised  (Channel  Island) 
which  was  3.8%  deficient  in  fat. 

General  Foods. 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  .  84 

Number  of  samples  genuine  .  .  78 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  6 


Ciassilicatioii 

Foreign  body  in  slices  of  bread 

(2  samples) 

Red  Pickled  Paprika. 

Golden  Sugar  Corn. 

Jaffa  Orange  Juice. 

Chicory. 

Red  &  Yellow  Pepper  Fillets. 
Black  Cherry  Jam. 

Coffee  &  Chicory  Essence. 
Cocktail  Cherries. 

Strawberries  in  Heavy  Syrup. 
Shandy. 

Supa  Frute  Lollies. 

Vanilla  Ice  Cream. 

Flavoured  Orange  Drink. 

Ice  Cream  (3  samples). 

Orange  Ice  Lollie. 

Lemon  Flavour  Ice  Lollie. 

Apple  Juice  with  Orange  and 
added  Vitamin  C. 

Malt  Vinegar. 

Onion  Sauce. 


Tarragon  Mayonnaise. 

Crystal  Jelly  with  Vitamin  C. 
Pure  Lard. 

Potato  Chips. 

Crab  Spread  with  Butter. 
Cinnamon. 

Margarine  with  10%  Butter. 
Table  Sauce. 

Mixed  Fruit  Jam. 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie. 

Dark  patches  in  slices  of  bread. 
Foreign  body  in  bottle  of  milk. 
T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  (16 

samples) . 

Channel  Island  Pasteurised  Milk 

T.T.  (4  samples). 
Sterilised  Milk  (4  samples). 
Almond  Marzipan. 

Dried  Parsley. 

Ground  Almonds  (2  samples). 
Mincemeat. 
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Chinese  Chow  Chow. 

Fruit  Curry. 

Pure  Honey  of  Hymettus. 
Condensed  d'omato  Puree. 
Fruit  Salad. 

Orange  Chip  Marmalade. 
Powdered  Glucose. 

Ginger  Ale. 

Cream  Label  Stout. 
Anti-Cold  and  Flu  Tablets. 


Christmas  Pudding  (2  samples). 

Oatmeal. 

Peas. 

Victoria  Plum  Jam, 

Sweet  Pickle. 

Cough  Syrup. 

Spearmint  Nugget. 

Cough  Sweets. 

Extract  of  Malt  with  Cod  Liver 

Oil. 


Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples  and  Action  Taken 
Foreign  body  in  slice  of  bread. 

Consisted  of  a  pellet  of  a  dried  out  Fault  on  part  of  machines, 
flour  and  water  mixture  which  also  New  parts  now  being  fitted, 
contained  a  small  proportion  of 
dust  and  dirt. 


Foreign  body  in  slice  of  bread. 

Consists  of  parts  of  a  beetle  includ-  Taken  up  with  bakers,  ex- 

ing  the  head  with  two  antennae  planation  accepted, 

and  the  prothorax  bearing  one  pair 
of  legs.  The  beetle  is  probably  of 
the  weevil  family. 


Apple  Juice  with  Orange  and  Added 

Declaration  of  added  Vitamin  C  not 
stated  on  the  label. 

Pure  Lard 

Should  be  labelled  with  list  of 
ingredients  which  should  include 
the  ingredient  “  Butylated  Hydro- 
xyanisole." 


Dark  patches  in  slices  of  bread. 

Consisted  of  partly  carbonised 
cereal  matter  differing  naturally 
from  the  dust  in  the  filter. 


Vitamin  C 

Withdrawn  from  sale. 


Method  of  manufacture  al¬ 
tered  so  as  not  to  neces¬ 
sitate  a  list  of  ingredients. 


Cautioned. 
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Foreign  body  in  bottle  of  milk. 

The  foreign  body  present  in  this  Cautioned, 

sample  consisted  mainly  of  cleared 

or  partly  cleared  vegetable  tissue 

with  a  few  pollen  grains,  a  small 

amount  of  mould  growth  and 

traces  of  mineral  dust.  No  starch 

was  present.  This  indicates  that 

the  foreign  body  consisted  mainly 

of  digested  material  and  was, 

therefore,  possibly  faecal  matter. 


CARAVANS 

The  Council’s  policy  is  to  reduce  the  number  of  caravan  sites 
and  to  regroup  those  displaced  on  to  a  limited  number  of  medium 
and  larger  sites  with  higher  standards  of  health  and  amenity. 
Work  in  conjunction  with  this  policy  continued  throughout  the 
year.  Eleven  Discontinuance  Orders  involving  a  total  of  66 
caravans  had  been  made  and  confirmed.  Nine  of  these  Orders 
were  to  have  become  operative  during  the  year,  but  they  were 
extended  into  1965  because  of  the  slow  rate  of  progress  by  the 
Council’s  contractor  at  their  site  at  Hinksford.  The  other  two 
Orders  become  operative  at  the  end  of  1965. 

The  hnal  layout  of  the  development  of  the  Council’s  Hinksford 
Caravan  Site  was  approved  early  in  the  year,  and  it  is  intended  that 
this  12  acre  site  will  accommodate  some  130  caravans  when 
completed.  With  the  possible  exception  of  a  small  transit  site,  all 
caravan  standings  will  be  provided  with  their  own  individual 
facilities  in  an  outbuilding  equipped  with  mains  water  and  electricity 
supply,  a  bath  in  a  bathroom,  sink,  hot  water  system,  water  closet 
and  storage  space. 

The  hrst  phase  of  these  proposals,  which  include  for  the 
provision  of  all  road  works,  a  sewage  scheme  involving  a  pumping 
main  to  Swindon,  and  the  provision  of  68  complete  caravan 
standings,  was  commenced  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  1  con¬ 
sider  this  to  be  a  most  commendable  project  which  will  not  only 
provide  an  alternative  site  for  those  caravans  to  be  displaced 
from  discontinued  sites,  but  will  also  provide  a  much  needed 
service  to  those  people  who  by  desire  or  necessity  live  in  caravans. 
I  believe  that  these  people  should  be  able  to  enjoy  proper  standards 
of  health  and  amenity,  and  that  local  authorities  ought  to  create 
such  facilities. 


52 


I'he  three  large  privately  operated  sites  have  all  been  brought 
11})  to  a  reasonable  standard,  but  in  no  case  will  they  be  provided 
with  the  same  individual  facilities  as  are  being  provided  at  the 
Hinksford  site. 

Caravans  continued  to  be  removed  during  the  year  from  the 
smaller  sites  and  their  run-down  conditions  of  licence  prevented 
their  replacement.  I'he  overall  position  in  this  district  at  the 
end  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Sites  with  permanent  or  long  term  approval 

Site  Total 

Licences.  Caravans. 

Sites  with  1:0  or  more  caravans  ..  ..  3  114 

Sites  with  less  than  2()  caravans  .  .  .  .  3 

Sites  with  short-term  run-down)  approvals 

Sites  with  30  or  more  caravans  .  .  .  .  1 

Sites  with  less  than  20  caravans  .  .  .  .  20 

Council  owned  sites 

Sites  with  20  or  more  caravans  .  .  .  .  — 


HAIRDRESSERS  Af^D  BARBERS 

Towards  the  end  of  1963  Byelaws  were  made  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1961,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  cleanliness  of 
premises  on  which  a  hairdresser's  or  barber’s  business  is  carried  on 
and  of  the  instruments,  towels,  materials  and  equipment  used 
therein,  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  hairdressers  or  barbers  working 
in  such  premises  in  regard  to  both  themselves  and  their  clothing. 

Fifty-three  visits  were  made  by  your  Inspectors  to  the  20 
premises  concerned,  and  many  improvements  were  obtained 
during  the  year.  The  two  main  contraventions  found  were 
inadequate  sterilisation  equipment  and  the  absence  of  proper 
covered  recetacles  for  hair  clippings,  etc.  Six  of  the  premises 
which  were  without  proper  sterilisation  facilities  provided  them 
during  the  year,  and  four  premises  provided  covered  receptacles 
for  clippings. 


2r)2 


27 

54 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operator  in  1964  ;  — 


Summary  of 
Treatments 

Local 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwellings 

including 

Council 

Houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Premises 

Total 

No.  of  Properties  In¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of 
{a)  Notification 

_ 

220 

12 

3 

235 

(&)  Survey  under 
the  1949  Act 

9 

208 

9 

39 

265 

No.  of  Properties  In¬ 
spected  which  were 
found  to  be  Infested 
by  : 

Major  (over  20) 

JLA.ct' 

Minor 

9 

247 

8 

3 

267 

Major 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

44 

4 

— 

48 

No.  of  Properties 
Treated 

9 

220 

12 

3 

244 

Total  Treatments  car¬ 
ried  out 

96 

229 

14 

3 

342 

SEWER  TREATMENTS 


Test  Bait  Annual  10% 

1962 

1963 

1964 

No.  of  Manholes  in  systems  under  test 

720 

1,500 

1,500 

No.  of  Manholes  in  systems  baited.  . 

74 

150 

133 

No.  of  Manholes  in  systems  showing  “Take’' 

— 

— 

— 

Y  our  operator  was  also  responsible  for  the  clearance  of  427 
obstructed  drains  during  the  year,  the  destruction  of  63  wasps  nests 
and  many  other  extraneous  duties. 
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PETROLEUI^  (CONSOLIDATiO^)  ACT,  1928 


92  premises  are  licensed  under  this  Act  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit.  22  of  these  are  public  filling  stations  and  70  are 
private  installations. 

Conditions  of  licence  are  based  on  the  Home  Office  Model  Code, 
with  additional  conditions  to  govern  the  use  of  petroilers.  A  total 
of  165  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act  which  resulted  in  the 
following  : — 


Tanks  and  Pipelines  tested  .  .  .  .  12 

Vent  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Fire  Equipment  made  up  to  scale  .  .  16 

Safety  Warning  Notices  provided  .  .  16 

Electrical  Equipment  checked  .  .  .  .  7 

Other  Works  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 


The  West  Midlands  Petroleum  Acts  Administration  Group  was 
formed  in  1958  with  the  following  objectives  :  — 

1.  The  advancement  of  scientific  and  technical  knowledge 
required  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  a  Petroleum 
Officer. 

2.  The  supply  and  interchange  of  informationwhich  cannot 
at  present  be  obtained  nationally. 

3.  To  obtain,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  uniformity  in  the 
administration  of  the  Petroleum  Acts. 

Meetings  were  held  throughout  the  year  and  these  were  of  great 
benefit  to  all  concerned  with  the  administration  of  the  Petroleum 
Acts. 


FACTORIES 

Prescribed  Particylars  m  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  I  of  the  Act 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  S  ction  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority.  . 

84 

138 

17 

(hi)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers'  prem¬ 
ises) 

TOTAL  .  . 

93 

143 

17 

— 

Part  ¥111  of  the  Act 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

1 

Se( 

:tion  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133  (1)  (c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending- 
lists  to 
the  Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 
(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 
(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing 
Apparel  : 
Making,  etc. 

2 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

TOTAL  .  . 

2 

■ — 

- — 

— 

— 

— 
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2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

X umber  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

f  ^    

XW.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

h'ound 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

rnreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.8) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.G.) 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient  .  . 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

19 

18 

— 

— 

— 

- — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  oft'ences  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

TOTAL 

19 

18 

— 

— 

— 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


(I  am  indebted  to  my  Deputy  Cleansing  Superintendent, 
Mr.  G.  Draycott,  for  his  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this 
section  of  the  report.) 

Staffing. 

The  approved  establishment  was  increased  from  48  to  4h 
in  the  second  half  of  the  year  to  cope  with  increased  population 
and  expanding  services.  Even  so,  this  increase  only  brought  the 
number  of  employees  up  to  what  it  was  in  1960,  prior  to  work  study. 


Establishment  1964 

Refuse  Collectors,  including  Reliefs 
Pan  Emptying  Team 
Cesspool  Emptying  Team 
Tip  Attendant 

Eitter  Clearance/Salvage  Baling  .  . 
Cleansing  Eoreman 
Vehicle  Mechanics  .  . 

Rodent  Operative 


38 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 
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After  a  period  of  stability  in  labour  turnover,  there  was  a 
considerable  movement  of  staff  in  the  Spring  at  the  time  new 
factories  were  opening  on  the  Wombourn  industrial  estate  and  when 
local  industry  generally  was  offering  opportunity  for  high  overtime 
earnings.  Most  replacements  only  stayed  at  the  job  for  a  short 
and  erratic  period.  There  was  therefore  a  high  turnover  in  the 
year — 19  men  in  all  and  of  these  10  left  after  less  than  6  months’ 
service  with  the  Council. 

Two  of  the  employees  who  left  voluntarily  were  registered 
disabled  men,  leaving  one  registered  disabled  man  still  employed 
in  the  department.  A  high  sickness  rate  was  experienced  through 
the  year,  amounting  to  821  man-days.  Bronchitis,  asthma,  and 
upper  respiratory  tract  infections  were  given  as  the  cause  in  almost 
half  the  certified  sickness.  Other  main  causes  were  influenza, 
gastritis  and  enteritis,  and  strains.  There  was  also  an  increase 
in  absenteeism.  Injuries  at  work  caused  35  lost  days,  compared 
with  42  in  1963. 

One  accident  pointed  to  the  need  for  safety  footwear  for 
mechanics,  and  this  item  has  been  added  to  the  scale  of  protective 
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clothing  laid  down.  Other  welfare  facilities  were  not  being 
overlooked  in  the  design  of  the  new  depot  under  construction 
during  the  year,  but  proper  mess  room  facilities  remained  availalile 
at  Wombourn  and  at  Codsall  and  temporary  facilities  at  Kinver, 
so  that  the  department’s  employees  could  all,  if  they  wished,  take 
their  mid-day  meal  under  reasonable  conditions,  away  from  their 
vehicles.  J.oose,  high  visibility  sleeves  were  provided  for  refuse 
collectors  on  the  busy  trunk  road  A, 449,  but  it  is  a  disappointment 
that  these  have  not  been  used  liy  the  men.  In  order  to  maintain 
interest  and  co-operation  ,the  men  have  been  kept  informed  of 
proposed  developments  in  the  department  and  of  Council  policy 
affecting  them  both  by  means  of  personal  contact  and  by  the 
issue  of  a  news  letter.  'I'he  year  ])assed  with  no  lost  time  as  a  result 
of  industrial  disputes. 

The  average  age  of  emjiloyees  is  4()  years,  and  the  average 
length  of  service  years. 


Sneentive  Bonus  Scheme 

The  incentive  bonus  sclieme,  introduced  late  in  1901  by 
Consultants  after  a  detailed  work  study  assignment,  has  been 
maintained  by  staff  within  the  department  so  that  best  use  could 
be  made  of  the  benefits  obtainable,  conflict  of  aims  has  been 
avoided  and  quality  of  work  has  not  been  sacrificed  to  obtain 
higher  productivity.  Separate  schemes  have  been  implemented 
to  cover  all  the  services  of  the  department  and  to  allow  participation 
of  all  manual  employees,  including  the  Cleansing  Foreman. 

After  three  full  years  working  of  these  applied  incentive 
schemes,  their  benefits  to  this  Council  can  be  summarised  as 
follows  — 

fa)  In  spite  of  some  temporary  difficulty  during  1964,  it  has 
been  possible  to  retain  and  recruit  suitable  labour  for  the 
type  of  work  involved  even  in  the  face  of  growing  local 
industrial  competition.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  how 
services  could  have  been  maintained,  let  alone  improved, 
without  offering  opportunity  for  higher  earnings. 

(b)  Higher  wages  without  working  longer  hours  makes  the 
men  more  responsible  and  more  appreciative  of  their  job, 
giving  a  higher  standard  of  living  and  once  this  is  achieved 
there  is  no  desire  to  revert  to  former  conditions,  so  that 
it  is  not  difficult  to  maintain  the  higher  productivity. 
Honus  earnings  have  more  than  trebled  since  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  scheme  and,  with  the  help  of  general  wage 
awards,  total  earnings  have  increased  by  one-third. 
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(c)  For  a  very  small  increase  in  the  total  wage  bill,  the 
Council  has  obtained  very  much  more  work  from  their 
employees.  The  dramatic  increase  in  productivity  which 
developed  when  the  scheme  was  introduced  had  the 
effect  of  reducing  unit  labour  costs  by  nearly  one-third, 
and  the  further  increases  in  productivity  which  were 
achieved,  and  which  met  the  national  target  figure,  kept 
these  costs  down  in  spite  of  further  wage  awards. 

(d)  Sufficient  administrative  arrangements  are  made  to  take 
in  new  properties  as  they  became  occupied  and  to  make 
regular  reviews  of  round  targets  as  the  district  expands. 
Enough  incentive  is  provided  in  the  scheme  for  teams 
who  are  operating  with  a  man  light  for  short  periods  due 
to  holidays  or  sickness  to  give  extra  effort  to  meet  weekly 
targets. 

(e)  The  figures  and  statistics  which  have  to  be  worked  out  in  a 
project  such  as  this  can  be  developed  to  provide  useful  and 
accurate  administrative,  technical  and  financial  control 
over  the  range  of  services  involved. 

Such  benefits  could  not  have  arisen  without  constant  and 
careful  organisation,  supervision  and  control.  There  has  been  a 
very  great  increase  in  clerical  work  which  has  made  an  already  small 
office  into  a  most  congested  one.  As  bonus  has  become  a  very  important 
factor  in  the  employees’  outlook,  neglect  or  dispute  on  any  aspect  of 
work  study  could  easily  result  in  a  serious  situation  developing. 

Increased  Growth  of  about  Local  and  National  Targets 

2%  each  year  achieved 


12,320 

12,750 

12,960 

13,160 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

PREMISES  COLLECTED  FROM 


Increase 
of  3.9% 

increase 
of  67% 

Increase 
of  3.1% 

Refer¬ 

ence 

Period 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

INCREASE  IN  PRODUCTIVITY 
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Overall  Unit  Costs  of  Various  Cleansing  Services 


1961/62 

1962; 

63 

1963/64 

1964/65 

£ 

s. 

d. 

j- 

s. 

d. 

-L 

s. 

d. 

4 

s. 

d. 

Dry  Refuse  Removal — 

Per  Ton  Collected 

2 

14 

4 

•> 

16 

6 

•> 

19 

8 

3 

0 

3 

Per  Ton  Disposed  of.  . 

4 

8 

4 

7 

4 

5 

4 

5 

Per  Dustbin  Emptied 

(Collection  and  Disposal) 

1 

IH 

iH 

n± 

Per  Premises  Per  Year 

2 

18 

4 

O 

18 

7 

3 

1 

3 

3 

0 

4 

Pan  Emptying — 

Per  Premises  collected 

from  Per  Year 

7 

11 

0 

6 

14 

10 

5 

17 

1 

6 

16 

1 
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•> 

10 

•> 

7 

o 

•> 

2 

0 

Cesspool  Emptying — 

Per  Cesspool  Emptied 
Per  Premises  Per  Year 

1 

11 

5 

1 

14 

8 

1 

12 

0 

1 

11 

1 

(average) 

Per  1,000  Gallons  Re¬ 

4 

14 

3 

4 

14 

5 

5 

6 

11 

4 

14 

8 

moved 

1 

4 

0 

1 

2 

7 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

10 

Refyse  Collection 

The  whole  of  the  rural  district  was  provided  with  a  weekly 
house  refuse  collection  from  the  rear  by  seven  full-time  teams 
plus  an  extra  team  on  days  each  week.  This  frequency  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year  except  that  after  Bank  Holidays 
collections  fell  back  according  to  the  length  of  the  holiday. 
Employees’  annual  holidays  were  staggered  so  that  the  service 
continued  without  break.  Articles  such  as  old  mattresses,  furniture 
or  carpets,  too  large  for  the  dustbin  collection  were,  on  request, 
collected  separately  without  charge.  In  the  case  of  builders 
refuse,  garden  refuse  or  refuse  not  of  a  domestic  nature,  removal 
was  made  whenever  requested  but  a  charge  was  made  to  cover 
labour  and  transport. 

Trade  wastes  of  all  kinds  were  removed  in  the  year  varying 
from  oil  cans  and  greengrocery  to  manure  and  chromic  acid. 
Where  possible  this  was  removed  together  with  normal  house 
collections  and  a  charge  of  one  shilling  per  bin  per  collection  was 
levied,  otherwise  a  special  collection  charged  for  on  an  actual  costs 
basis  was  arranged.  Regular  de-sludging  of  effluent  tanks  and 
waste  tanks  was  carried  out  as  a  service  to  local  factories. 

Difficulty  in  access  to  refuse  is  becoming  greater  each  year. 
Not  only  do  modern  private  housing  estates  have  garages  which 
extend  from  the  house  wall  to  the  boundary,  so  covering  the  access 
to  the  rear,  but  with  higher  density  building  the  garages  are  being 
made  smaller  and  drives  to  them  narrower  so  much  so  that  in  one 
estate  under  construction  it  is  almost  impossible  to  bring  out  the 
dustbin  unless  the  car  has  first  been  removed  from  the  garage  and 
the  drive,  and  if  too  many  cars  are  on  the  road  it  is  not  possible 
to  manoeuvre  the  modern  large  capacity  vehicle  round  the  sharply 
radiused  bends  without  the  wheels  mounting  the  pavement. 
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Hopper  type  compression  vehicles  or  gravity  packing  vehicles 
were  in  general  use  during  1964  for  dustbin  collections,  the  two 
remaining  side  loaders  being  for  special  collections  or  occasional 
stand-by  duties.  The  fleet  is  diesel  engined  throughout  with  an 
average  vehicle  age  of  years. 


Annual  weight  of  house  refuse 

19S1 

1962 

1963 

1964 

collected  .  .  .  .  (tons) 

Annual  weight  of  house  and 
trade  refuse  disposed  of 

12,127 

12,168 

12,220 

12,722 

(tons) 

Density  of  House  refuse  per 
1,000  population  per  day 

12,431 

13,387 

14,135 

15,138 

(cwts.) 

Number  of  premises  collected 

17.5 

17.5 

17.2 

17.1 

from 

12,270 

12,700 

12,900 

13,100 

Refuse  Storage  Arrangements 

The  Council  adopted  Section  75(3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  in  1954,  and  have  since  then  until  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  now  under  review,  supplied  and  maintained  dustbins  for  the 
reception  of  house  refuse.  The  annual  charge  in  1964  was  6/6d. 
per  bin.  By  the  end  of  the  year  nearly  half  of  the  premises  in  the 
district  had  a  Council  issue  bin  of  3J  cu.  ft.  capacity,  to  B.S.S. 
pattern,  and  for  the  last  two  years’  issues,  fitted  with  rubber  lids. 

The  operation  of  this  fixed  annual  charge  scheme  continued  to 
present  many  problems  of  administration  in  an  area  where  frequent 
changes  of  occupier  occur,  and  the  work  involved  in  recovering  all 
these  charges  was  considerable.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Council  resolved  to  change  this  scheme  to  a 
genera]  rate  fund  service. 

Considerable  thought  was  given  in  the  year  to  the  alternatives 
to  the  conventional  steel  dustbin.  A  pilot  paper  sack  scheme  at 
Hillboro  Rise,  Kinver,  has  shown  this  method  to  be  both  a  work¬ 
able  one  for  this  district  and  also  an  improvement  acceptable  to 
tenants.  Our  experience  with  paper  sacks  has  shown  that  for  most 
satisfactory  results  a  free  standing  protected  type  of  holder  using 
3  cu.  ft.  capacity  sack  is  required.  It  is  at  schools,  factories,  and  the 
large  commercial  premises  where  dustbins  present  their  worst 
appearance  when  lined  up  in  batteries,  so  experiment  was  carried 
out  in  the  year  to  assess  the  practicability  and  cost  of  a  bulk 
container  collection  system  using  a  vehicle  and  driver  only  for 
collections. 


The  increased  packaging  of  goods  has  caused  a  greater  output 
of  shop  refuse  and  incidentally,  more  “  contraries  ”  in  the  waste- 
paper  produced  at  these  premises,  yet  many  shops  in  the  district 
have  little  or  no  covered  storage  for  their  bulky  wastes  and  a  litter 
strewn  area  at  the  rear  of  shops  is  not  uncommon.  It  is  very 
unfortunate  that  it  is  not  possible  to  insist  on  suitable  storage 
facilities  for  trade  refuse  even  for  new  shops,  but  informal  action 
during  the  year  has  made  improvements  in  a  few  places. 


Refyse  Dispcisaf. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected  from  the  district  was  disposed 
of  at  the  one  centrally  placed  controlled  tip  at  Botterham.  The 
tip  covers  9  acres  and  is  owned  by  the  Council  ;  it  was  in  the  form 
of  a  ravine  and  is  being  hlled  to  the  level  of  the  surrounding  land, 
using  sub-soil  from  the  banks  of  the  ravine  for  the  daily  covering 
of  refuse  received.  A  certain  amount  of  suitable  covering  material 
is  brought  to  the  tip  by  building  and  civil  engineering  contractors 
though  none  of  this  when  used  as  top  cover  gives  a  surface  suffi¬ 
ciently  hard  to  run  vehicles  over  in  wet  periods.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  to  build  tip  roads  and  purchase  hardcore  for  this  purpose 
in  order  to  keep  orderly  tipping  operations. 

In  addition  to  the  12,722  tons  of  house  refuse  disposed  of  in 
1964,  approximately  2,416  tons  of  trade  refuse  was  received, 
mainly  from  local  factories,  and  for  which  a  charge  of  7/6d.  per  load 
was  made.  One  four  wheel  drive  tractor  is  used  on  this  work  so 
that  only  one  man  is  employed  full  time  on  the  levelling  and 
covering  the  refuse  and  maintaining  the  roads.  This  has  given  a 
comparatively  low  cost  for  the  disposal  of  each  ton  of  refuse, 
though  proper  precautions  have  been  taken  at  all  times  to  keep  a 
good  standard  of  tipping.  Punctures  are  a  nuisance  but  the  main 
difficulty  arises  when  the  tractor  is  under  repair  or  being  serviced, 
particularly  as  the  hnal  levels  are  now  being  approached  and  in  these 
instances  another  tractor  is  hired  from  a  local  firm. 

Further  tipping  on  this  site  should  continue  for  another  3  or  4 
years,  and  future  tipping  space  will  be  available  in  a  6J  acre  sand 
quarry  at  Seisdon  now  purchased  by  the  Council  for  this  purpose. 

Pan  Closet  Emptfiiig 

A  weekly  collection  was  maintained  throughout  the  3^ear  to 
premises  without  waterborne  sanitation.  These  are  in  the  main 
cottages  in  unsewered  areas  which  have  insufficient  ground  for  a 
proper  septic  tank  installation  or  are  not  worthy  of  the  cost  of 
providing  this,  together  with  several  caravan  sites,  and  temporary 
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premises.  The  number  of  premises  collected  from  was  consider¬ 
ably  reduced  in  the  year  by  connections  made  to  new  sewers  at 
Trysull,  Seisdon  and  Enville  and  a  further  considerable  reduction 
can  be  expected  with  the  completion  of  Swindon  sewers  and 
Hinksford  Caravan  Site  improvements.  A  total  of  378  pan 
closets  were  being  emptied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  Dennis  Cesspool  Emptying  vehicle  with  nightsoil  hopper 
was  used  in  the  year  manned  by  a  driver  and  two  loaders  working 
on  3  days  each  week.  The  contents  were  disposed  of  at  Wombourn 
Sewage  Works. 

Cesspool  Empt^'mg 

Cesspools  throughout  the  rural  district  are  emptied  on  request 
by  one  of  the  Council’s  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  manned  by  a 
driver  and  mate.  One  team  was  employed  full  time  on  this  work 
using  a  1,000  gallon  capacity  machine  and  a  second  team  employed 
generally  for  2  days  each  week  with  a  slightly  smaller  machine. 
During  periods  of  heavy  demand,  and  especially  when  new  sewer 
connections  were  being  made,  the  Surveyor  made  available  the 
cesspool  emptier  usually  working  at  small  sewage  works.  Disposal 
of  cesspool  contents  was  into  settlement  tanks  or  sludge  beds  at 
Wombourn  Sewage  Works,  and  into  selected  sewer  manholes  at 
Bilbrook,  Pattingham  and  Kinver. 

As  the  benefit  of  the  new  sewerage  schemes  was  not  felt  to  any 
extent  until  late  in  the  vear,  the  service  was  under  considerable 
pressure  of  work  due  to  increased  water  consumption  at  properties, 
the  reduced  efficiency  of  soakaways  at  many  properties  and  the 
prohibition  of  improper  discharges  from  cesspools.  Nevertheless 
only  on  rare  occasions  did  the  interval  between  request  and  empty¬ 
ing  exceed  7  days  and  as  a  rule  the  waiting  period  was  well  within 
the  week.  To  be  reallv  satisfactorv,  however,  and  reduce  health 
hazard  to  a  minimum,  cesspools  should  be  emptied  at  regular 
periods  before  they  are  likely  to  overflow  and  without  the  need  for 
occupiers  to  report.  Any  reports  of  full  cesspools  from  occupiers 
should  ideally  be  dealt  with  within  24  hours.  This  desirable  goal 
is  not  yet  in  sight  but  is  coming  nearer  and  should  approach 
further  on  the  completion  of  the  Swindon  Sewerage  Scheme.  xA 
total  of  793  premises  were  receiving  this  service  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

To  maintain  maximum  reliability  on  this  essential  service,  a 
new  cesspool  emptier  was  purchased  during  the  year  before  the 
1958  vehicle  was  worn  out,  but  by  selling  the  old  machine  privately 
a  good  secondhand  price  was  obtained. 
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Litter  Ciearaiise 


In  spite  of  a  regular  weekly  routine  for  picking  litter  from 
certain  parts  of  tire  district,  for  much  of  the  week  many  districts 
had  an  untidy  appearance,  particularly  in  Wombourn  and  Bilbrook, 
and  considerable  concern  was  expressed  over  this.  A  request  by 
this  Council  via  the  Rural  District  Council’s  Association  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  anti-litter  slogans  to  be  placed  on  wrappings 
was  not  acceptable  to  carton  manufacturers.  Certain  positive 
steps  were  taken  however  to  prevent  any  need  for  indiscriminate 
dumping  of  refuse  by  the  roads,  etc. 

(a)  It  was  agreed  with  the  adjoining  District  Councils  (the 
neighbouring  County  Boroughs  did  not  join  in)  to  advertise 
jointly  the  fact  that  bulky  items  of  house  refuse  would  be 
collected  free  of  charge  and  other  items  of  refuse  would 
be  collected  by  arrangements  with  the  appropriate 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 

{b)  Trial  was  made  of  various  pedestrian  operated  suction 
type  litter  machines  suitable  for  cleansing  pavements, 
service  roads  and  grassed  areas  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  type,  together  with  a 
trailer  for  its  transport  behind  a  specially  manoeuvrable 
15  cwt.  truck  which  would  contain  the  debris  picked  up. 

(c)  It  was  agreed  for  the  tip  to  be  opened  on  Saturday 
mornings  for  the  disposal  of  any  refuse  householders 
might  wish  to  take  there. 

(d)  A  more  attractive  yet  prominent  type  litter  basket  was  to 
be  purchased  for  selected  areas. 


Saf¥age 

Waste  paper  is  separated  from  special  shop  refuse  collections 
at  Botterham  Tip  and  baled  for  despatch  to  the  Board  Mills,  using 
a  hand  waste  paper  baler,  electric  power  not  being  available. 
This  provides  remunerative  work  for  a  relief  refuse  collector  when 
not  required  on  a  round,  it  keeps  out  of  the  tip  what  would  be  a 
troublesome  type  of  refuse  and  returns  it  to  industry  as  a  raw 
material,  but  under  the  present  system,  at  best,  profit  can  be  only 
marginal. 

In  the  year  ending  3Ist  March,  1965,  8  tons  14  cwts.  Fibre- 
board  was  despatched  for  the  value  of  485  Os.  Od. 


Public  Conveniences 


Eight  public  conveniences  are  provided  in  the  rural  district 
for  the  bcneht  of  the  public — none  have  coin  operated  locks — but 
misuse  and  vandalism  made  these  less  than  satisfactory  and 
prevented  consideration  of  improving  facilities.  Items  of  damage 
and  disrepair  are  reported  to  the  Surveyor  for  attention  by  the 
direct  labour  section. 

Clearing  of  Obstructed  Drains 

As  a  speedy  service  to  householders,  obstructed  drains  are 
cleared  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  blockage  is  reported.  This 
work  is  generally  done  by  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  and  in 
1964,  the  number  of  drains  relieved  was  427.  A  charge  is  made 
in  the  case  of  single  private  drains  of  £l  per  clearance  and  during 
the  year  448  was  reco\’'ered  in  this  way. 


Vehicles  operating  in  the  Cleansing  Services 

The  following  \"ehicles  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
were  all  diesel  engined. 


3  Karrier  Dual  Tip  Refuse  Collectors  25  cu.  yds.  capacity. 

1  Karrier  Dual  Idp  Refuse  Collector  12  cu.  yds.  capacitv. 

3  Dennis  Paxit  Refuse  Collectors  .  .  18  cu.  yds.  capacit\'. 

2  Dennis  Side-loading  Refuse  Collectors  12  cu.  yds.  capacitv. 

1  Dennis  Cesspool  Emptier  .  .  .  .  800  gallons. 

1  Karrier  Cesspool  Emptier  .  .  .  .  1,000  gallons. 

1  Eord  Trader  Tipping  Lorry  .  .  5-ton  pay  load. 

1  Bray  Mechanical  Loading  Shovel.  .  H  cu.  yd.  bucket. 


Vehicle  [Vlaintenance 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  all  the 
Council’s  vehicles.  4'wo  skilled  mechanics  carried  out  servicing, 
repairs  and  major  overhauls  to  the  mixed  fleet  of  29  road  vehicles, 
3  dumpers,  various  mowing  machines  and  other  items  of  plant. 
A  servicing  programme  ensures  that  e^'ery  road  vehicle  is  brought 
into  the  garage  at  least  once  each  month  and  a  thorough  check  is 
made  every  six  months. 

It  was  not  possible  in  1964  to  arrange  for  any  vehicles  to  be 
repainted  because  of  the  extra  work  put  onto  mechanics  by  reason 
of  a  growing  fleet  and  because  of  the  very  congested  conditions 
under  which  they  had  to  work.  The  construction  of  the  new 


depot  at  Heath  Mill  Road  was  well  under  way  by  the  end  of  the 
year  and  the  thought  and  effort  in  designing  the  layout  and  equip¬ 
ment  for  this  should  make  for  greatly  improved  working  conditions, 
easier  maintenance,  swifter  working  and  result  in  an  improved 
appearance  of  the  fleet. 

Council  drivers  took  part  in  the  National  Safe  Driving  Com¬ 
petition  for  the  first  time  in  1964  and  16  Diploma  Certificates  were 
awarded,  1 1  of  these  being  in  respect  of  Public  Health  Department 
drivers.  The  number  of  miles  travelled  for  each  accident  on  which 
the  Council  driver  could  be  regarded  as  culpable  rose  from  33,000 
in  1963,  to  37,000  in  the  year  under  review. 
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